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Background to the Reformation
ÅThe Great Schism

ïPapacy returned to Rome from Avignon in 1377 
and Gregory XI dies.

ïCardinals elect an Italian pope that French 
ŎŀǊŘƛƴŀƭǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ƻŦΣ ǎƻ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŎŀǊŘƛƴŀƭǎ 
elect own and install in Avignon

ïResult: 2 popes, 2 colleges of cardinals, 2 curias
(bureaucracies) and 2 church tax systems

ÅFrance, Sicily, Scotland, Castile, Aragon & Portugal 
support Avignon.

ÅEngland, Flanders, Poland, Hungary, Germany, and Italy 
support Rome



ï1409: Both sets of cardinals summon a church 
council to Pisa.  Council of Pisa elects a new pope, 
calling on other 2 to resign.  Neither do, so now 
there are 3 popes.

ï1414-1418: Council of Constance deposed the 
Avignon claimant, accepted resignation of Roman 
claimant, ignores Pisa elect, and elects Martin V

ÅAnticlerical sentiment rose

ïClergy led loose /sinful lifestyles

ïLay persons gossiped about clerics



Å1500: Popes were overly involved in Italian 
politics, resulting in 

ïSecular rulers consolidated their own positions

ïEngland & France freed national churches of papal 
control

ïGerman princes rebelled against HR Emperor and 
papacy



Martin Luther 
born 10 November 1483
died 18 February 1546

ÅSon of a miner

ÅEarned both bachelor and master degrees in 
philosophy under eminent German philosophers

ÅEntered Augustinian monastery in 1505 (age 22)

ÅOrdained to priesthood in 1507

ÅWinter 1508-09 he was sent to the University of 
Wittenberg to teach.  Also began theology studies 
leading to a baccalaureate



ÅJourneyed to Rome in 1510 or 1511 (?)

ÅReturned to Wittenberg, finished doctorate in 
theology, and gradually assumed positions o 
higher authority

ÅOctober 31, 1517: Luther posts his 95 Theses 
on the castle church door, for the purpose of 
disputation



Disputation of Doctor Martin Luther
on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences

Out of love for the truth and the desire to bring it to light, the following 
propositions will be discussed at Wittenberg, under the presidency of the 
Reverend Father Martin Luther, Master of Arts and of Sacred Theology, 
and Lecturer in Ordinary on the same at that place. Wherefore he 
requests that those who are unable to be present and debate orally with 
us, may do so by letter.

In the Name our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

1. Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, when He said Poenitentiam
agite, willed that the whole life of believers should be 
repentance.

2. This word cannot be understood to mean sacramental 
penance, i.e., confession and satisfaction, which is 
administered by the priests.

3. Yet it means not inward repentance only; nay, there is no 
inward repentance which does not outwardly work divers 
mortifications of the flesh. 



4. The penalty [of sin], therefore, continues so long as 
hatred of self continues; for this is the true inward 
repentance, and continues until our entrance into the 
kingdom of heaven.

5. The pope does not intend to remit, and cannot remit 
any penalties other than those which he has imposed 
either by his own authority or by that of the Canons.

6. The pope cannot remit any guilt, except by declaring 
that it has been remitted by God and by assenting to 
God's remission; though, to be sure, he may grant 
remission in cases reserved to his judgment. If his right 
to grant remission in such cases were despised, the 
guilt would remain entirely unforgiven.

7. God remits guilt to no one whom He does not, at the 
same time, humble in all things and bring into 
subjection to His vicar, the priest.



Å1520: Pope Leo X excommunicated Luther
ïLuther burns notice of excommunication

ïChurch labels him heretic and outlaw

ÅLuther is protected by Elector Frederick the  
Wise of Saxony

ÅLutheran Church becomes arm of the state

ÅмрноΥ tŜŀǎŀƴǘΩǎ ²ŀǊ ŜǊǳǇǘǎΣ ōǳǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ 
down on side of the nobility.

Å1525: Luther marries Katherine von Bora

ÅLutheran schools spring up that are STATE 
SUPPORTED  by taxes.



Tenets of Lutheranism

ÅJustification by faith = man is saved by faith 
alone, not faith AND good works

ÅBible is sole source of religious authority, not 
papacy or church councils 

ÅOf the sacraments, he retained only baptism and 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇŜǊ

ÅHuman nature has been totally corrupted by 
original sin, and man, accordingly, is deprived of 
free will. Whatever he does, be it good or bad, is 
not his own work, but God's.



ÅThe hierarchy and priesthood are not Divinely 
instituted nor necessary, and ceremonial or 
exterior worship is not essential or useful. 
Ecclesiastical vestments, pilgrimages, 
mortifications, monastic vows, prayers for the 
dead & intercession of saints, avail the soul 
nothing.

ÅPriesthood is universal.  Everyone is a priest.



OTHER PROTESTANT LEADERS

ÅDesideriusErasmus [of Rotterdam], the 
Prince of Humanists

ÅJohn Calvin (France & Switzerland)

ÅUlrich Zwingli (Switzerland)

ÅHenry VIII (England)

ÅJohn Knox (Scotland)



THE COUNTER-REFORMATION

The Catholic Church needed to respond to the 
allegations of the Protestant rebels. This 
response would be the Counter-Reformation.

ÅA revitalized papacy

ÅNew monastic orders

ÅAn effective reforming council (Council of 
Trent)



ÅRevitalized Papacy under Pope Paul III
ïReclaimed the moral leadership b y example

ïCalled Church leaders together at Council of Trent

ïFounded new monastic orders

ÅCouncil of Trent  (1545-1563 in 3 sessions)
ïReaffirmed all religious practices, but set about to 

remove the abuses targeted by Luther

ïVulgate Bible is the official Bible

ïBoth the Bible and Church tradition are bases of 
authority and revelation of the Word of God

ïSalvation is based in both Faith and Good Works

ïAll seven sacraments were re-affirmed



ÅNew monastic orders founded

ïUrsulines(Company of St. Ursula) 1535

ÅFounded as a lay group

ÅSeparated and cloistered in 1540

ïJesuits (Society of Jesus)

ÅFounded by Spanish soldier, Ignatius of Loyola

ÅInitially founded to work with the poor and to educate

ÅUnder Francis Xavier, Jesuits became a major 
missionary order, reaching into the far east AND the 
New World.

ÅCame to be viewed as the shock troops of the pope, 
due in part to their vow of loyalty to the papacy



Resolutions To Religious Dissent
ÅWarfare was acceptable to resolve religious 

conflicts

Å1555: Religious Peace of AugsbergάǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ά 
conflict between Charles V (Catholic) & 
Lutheran German states
ïwǳƭŜǊΩǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ

ïReligious minorities could emigrate to coreligious
state

ïBecause it only recognized Lutherans & Catholics, 
any other Protestants were ignored



NORTHERN HUMANISM
ÅAlso known as Christian Humanism
ïShared aesthetic values of High Renaissance: 

idealism, rationalism, deep love of Classical 
literature

ïPreoccupied with condition of the church and the 
Christian world

ÅApproached faith in simple terms: Any 
Christian with pure & humble heart could pray 
directly to God

ÅCame to be associated with a sense of 
nationalism



Notable Humanists
ÅFrançois Rabelais (1494-1553): Wrote The Histories 

of Gargantuaand Pantagruel

ïFive-part satire

ï!ǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀōǳǎŜǎΣ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭŜŘ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ϧ 
theologians

ïAffirmed goodness of human nature and ability of 
men & women to lead useful lives based in reason 
and common sense

ÅMarguerite of Angoulême, Queen of Navarre(1492-
1549) probably wrote the Heptameron, protector of 
Rabelais & other Protestant reformers [anhΩ Ǝƻƻ ƭŀƳŜϐ



ïCollection of 70 sexual tales in the style of 
.ƻŎŎŀŎŎƛƻΩǎ Decameron

ïWritten for the French court

ïOutspoken in sexual matters

ïCondoned Protestant views, vilifying clergy

ÅDesideriusErasmus[of Rotterdam] (1466-1536)

ïOrdained priest, but lived secularly

ïLived as a scholar, with a 2nd home in England where he 
associated with (St.) Thomas More

ïChurch moderate, believing Church could reform itself

ïAuthored many works, most known being In Praise of Folly
ÅSomewhat reminiscent of Everyman

ÅRidicules every social group

ÅThough friends with Martin Luther, parted ways on Free Will



NORTHERN RENAISSANCE & 
LATE MANNERISM

ÅNR PAINTERS/ENGRAVERS

ïAlbrecht Dürer(1471-1528)

ïMatthias Grünewald(1460-1528)

ïPieter Bruegelthe Elder (1525-1569)

ÅLATE MANNERIST PAINTERS

ïEl Greco (1541-1614) Spain

ïSofonisbaAnguissola(1532-1625) Spain

ïTintoretto (1518-1594) Italy



Knight, Death, and 
the Devil 

by
Albrecht Dürer



IsenheimAltarpiece  by Matthias Grünewald


