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High Renaissance

Å1494-1520

ÅClassical principles of beauty, balance, order, 
serenity, harmony, & rational design reached 
a zenith of perfection

ÅCultural center shifted from Florence to Rome 
as popes became the leading patrons

ïAlexander VI, Pius III, Julius II, Leo X

ÅHumanistic values of Classicism would prevail



Politics
ÅFrance, England, & Spain emerged as powerful 

sovereign states

ÅFrance & Spain would dominate European 
international political life

Åά.ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ tƻǿŜǊέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ 
among nations as it had among the Italian City States

ÅSovereign monarchs gained power, both by divine 
right, and by practical policies. 

ÅRulers centralized power, with bureaucracies 
extending jurisdiction into outlying areas. 



Charles V with a Dog
By Titian



Å1494- French invasion of Italy as precursor to 
35 years of warfare among France, Spain, Holy 
Roman Empire, Italian City-States, and papacy.

Å1527 ςRome was sacked by HREunder 
Charles V
ïRaised doubts about Roman control of Italy

ïEnded arts patronage by popes for a decade

Å1529 - Treaty of Cambraiended war between 
Hapsburgs & Valois

ÅOnly Venice maintained independence, and 
became haven for artists & intellectuals.



Holy Roman Empire, 
ca 1200 AD






