Applying Perimeter to the real world!!
 


After my lesson on perimeter I informed my students that their parents had math homework tonight.  They were to have their parents explain how they use perimeter in their jobs.  

 


The next day most of my students returned with information.  In fact, they were so excited to share their information that I was bombarded as soon as they walked in the door.  They were exited to share their stories.

        One student’s dad is a police officer who uses measurement to measure accidents, etc.

        Another student’s dad is an electrician who uses it to string the wire in the buildings.

        A student is moving into a new house that they are finishing the basement.  My student said his dad has to measure around the room to cut the wood.

        Many said that their parents don’t use perimeter in their jobs.  A students said, “My mom said she doesn’t have to measure anything.”

 

As soon as harvest is over, I plan to invite a parent who is a rancher/farmer to my room to share how he uses perimeter and measurement in his job.

 

Once the students started sharing how perimeter is used, they came up with other ways to use it.  I asked them how I used perimeter in their classroom.  The border on my bulletin board was an example they named.  
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