For High School students who feel they “never need this”, I thought it might be best to challenge them to do a survey of adults at home, school, work, etc. asking if they use math in their everyday life and if so, how.   I would also encourage them to ask those who interest them the most if they might be willing to speak to their class at school.  This might help in creating more interest as well as giving a base of contacts that we adults might not think of, but that the students might not feel was “rigged” and be of more interest to them.

I haven’t tried this yet, but may set it up just before the holidays for them to bring back after Christmas.  I will set a minimum number of “Math Users” for them to discover with a possible bonus over a certain number.  As a class or in small groups I will probably have them design questions to be asked in their survey to keep things a little more consistent.  I’m also trying to decide a way to organize this to reward them more for finding the less obvious “Math Users” so they don’t all come back with a list of bankers and accountants and such.  
