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“Do Your Math Students a Favor—Invite a Farmer to Class!

Earl Chiddix


I would like to invite a farmer into my classroom to visit with the kiddos about what they do on a daily basis.  You see, I am convinced that farmers must not only know what their farms are capable of producing, but they also must be knowledgeable in meteorology, chemistry, mathematics, and probability.   First of all, the farmer must be a weatherman to know when to plow, when to plant, and when to irrigate.  Sometimes weather forecasts are helpful, but the farmer must be able to “read” signs nature places in front of him to make sound and rational judgment calls.  Secondly, a farmer must be a well-versed chemist to determine amounts and conditions to distribute herbicide, insecticide, or defoliants.  If the farmer uses too much of any kind of poison, this could be hazardous to the environment, livestock, or the farmer, himself.  Thirdly, farmers must know math.   The farmer has to understand volumes, perimeters, and percentages when selling or buying to make the farm profitable.  Fourthly, the farmer must be great at probabilities, because like my dear old daddy use to say, “You gotta be a good gambler in this business.”

