Math in Every Day Life
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I have all boys in my class, so I tried to think of people that would interest them.  When looking at my class I looked at what the student’s parents do for a living.  I realized that each one of the boy’s fathers were in an occupation that used math.  I also talked to the boys about what they wanted to do when they got out of school.  With all of that information I made my list.

Surveyor:

Uses Math to calculate corners, boundaries, angles, distances, and curvature of Earth and elevation.

Feed Lot Operator:  

Uses multiplication to figure price (base price X pounds), uses subtraction and division when figuring weight lost or gained in transit, pro-rate percentage of ingredients into feed, figure amount of fuel need for feed trucks, count of cattle.

Semi Truck Driver:

must be able to figure mileage, time on road, gas consumption, weight of load, weight of empty rig, amount paid

Farmer or Farm Hand:

Uses math to figure how much to irrigate the fields, how much fertilizer and pesticide they need for their crops.  How many crops they can plant per acre, compute bushels per acre. 

U.S. Marine Corp:

Uses math for navigation, projection of bullets, and be able to understand coordinates for artillery fire.

