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Idea 1: 

Last week our elementary school went on a field trip to a pumpkin patch called “Pumpkin Praire”.  It is in Johnson, Kansas.  It was a wonderful experience for our students.  They started out with a hay ride, then continued to search for their pumpkins while pulling a little read wagon, and finally they got to go through a hay bale maze.  It was wonderful.  

Ok, you might say, “Where’s the math in that?”  Here the answer.  The lady at the pumpkin patch was wonderful.  She spoke to the students about all the different types of pumpkins that they grew.  They grow a lot of exotic pumpkins from foreign countries.  She began to talk to the students about estimating how many pumpkins they thought were out in the field.  She talked to them concerning an estimation of about how many pumpkins can grow in an acre on a good year.  

In short, there are many things in farming that have to do with math.  In this case, this field trip was a wonderful October idea in which you could easily incorporate math.  Johnson, KS may be a ways from your school, but it is well worth it.  

“Pumpkin Praire” is owned by a young couple and they have schools come out and tour their place all the time.  They are planning to have an adult maze next year made in a corn field.

Idea 2:  

My sister is coming home from the army this week.  She will be doing a presentation about what she does.  She is a parachute rigger and you would be amazed with the amount of math that goes into that.  This is a wonderful idea for my grade level (5th grade).  My students have known about her visit for about a month now and every day they ask me when she will come.  I am sure my students will enjoy her visit.    

