LaRie Hillman

3 Additional Comprehension Strategies

We make a chart for listing operation words.  A sheet of paper is divided into four equal parts with “Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, and Division” written at the top of each section.  We go over specific common words to signal operations on the day that the table is made in their notebooks.  They are encouraged to add new words to their lists as they come across them in the process of solving word problems throughout the year.  I refer them back whenever they start questioning me about the operation or when I notice a new word they may not have seen before.

Occassionally copying a word problem and having them highlight or underline all necessary numbers, words, and operation words necessary to solve the problem and crossing out any unnecessary information helps them learn what to focus their attention on as well as to learn that not everything given in the word problem is necessary.

Making objects such as “Anglegs” and “Geofix” to help a student understand a problem available as they work seems to be an asset for some students.  In lower math classes such as Algebra I or Pre-Algebra, the “Algebra Tiles” may help as well.
