Additional Comprehension Strategies

Veronica Nevarez
Strategy 1:  I use a graphic organizer to help my students that struggle with word problems.  It looks like this: ( Full Page copy of Organizer can be found on the Disaster Math Lesson from “Comprehension of Math Problems”.)

Problem Solving Graphic Organizer

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO KNOW?

(In other words, the main question in the word problem.)


WHAT DO YOU KNOW?


WHAT OPERATION(S) WILL YOU NEED TO USE IN ORDER TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM?


WORK SPACE


FINALLY, DOES YOUR FINAL SOLUTION ANSWER THE MAIN QUESTION IN THE WORD PROBLEM?


Strategy 2:  Another strategy that I use to help my students improve their comprehension is to make concept notes in which they draw pictures and highlight key points in the notes.  Having the color coding as well as the pictures drawn by the students improves the retention of concepts as well as the comprehension.

Strategy 3:  I have started to use or incorporate foldables (Dinah Zike) into the math class.  These are used at diverse times and are only used when the students are having trouble with either the concepts or the vocabulary.  Otherwise, if I use it for concepts that the students already know, it is somewhat of a waste of class time in my opinion.  

