Additional Comprehension Strategies

1. Coin Mixture Problems       After explaining how to work coin problems in two unknowns using substitution or elimination, I bring coins to class the next day.  Make a contest told them the problem first one to show all the work and get the correct answer was the winner of the money.  They seem to try harder than.  Have several coins, different containers, and let students work in groups making up their own story problems dealing with coins.  Trade with another group to see if problems can be understood and solved.  Leads into questions such as what if we have dimes, quarters, and nickels.

2. Drawing a diagram to fit the problem helps make sense of what is happening.  The old saying “A picture paints a thousand words.” has some truth.  Example: The perimeter of a rectangle is 44. The length is two more than three times the width. Find the area of the rectangle.

3. Relationship Concept Maps are a powerful tool in summarizing how things fit together.  
