Let’s Go On A Shape Hunt
A. Mathematics  - Standard 3

a. The Student will identify common geometric shapes and explore the relationship of the objects in the environment.

B. Learning Objectives

a. Students will be able to recognize the four basic shapes and locate shapes in the classroom as well as the environment around them.

C. Materials and Resources

a. Several Patterns of the four basic shapes

b. Crayons

c. Stickers

d. Big Book “Look at Shapes”

e. Two small toilet tissue tubes for each child

f. Yarn

g. Copy of “The Shape Hunt”

h. Computer Game “Thinkin Things
D. Instruction 

a. Prior to this lesson cover two small tubes with construction paper and glue them together.  Punch a small hole on each side for yarn.

E. Pre-Test

a. Gather students in a big circle.  Spread out several models of shapes in front of the circle.  Name a shape and ask each child to find the shape.  Repeat the following poem as each child takes a turn and finds the shape: “I’m looking for a circle where can it be, please find a circle and give it to me.” – Repeat for each shape.  Record results of each student.

F. Class Instruction

a. Read “Look at Shapes” discuss story and how shapes are everywhere

b. Teach “The Shape Song” and sing it several times.  

c. Teach “The Shape Chant”

d. Pass out the covered tubes to each child; explain what binoculars are and how we use them to see things far away.

e. Each child will decorate their binoculars with crayons, stickers, and markers.

f. Go over each characteristic of the four basic shapes and repeat the “Shape Hunt” chant several times so the class will be familiar with it.

g. Explain we will be going on a shape hunt to look for shapes in the classroom.  Choose one shape at a time.  As you repeat the chant hold the model of the shape walking around to look for the shapes.  

h. Begin a list of the shapes in your room as the students find them. – Repeat this for each shape.

i. Graph the results using a picture graph on the board and compare the results.

G. Assessment

a. Observe students as they go on the shape hunt.  Each student will find the shape and stand beside it.  They will say what the shape is and tell the characteristics of the shape.
b. A packet of shapes will be sent home along with a letter to the parents.  The student will find an example of each shape at home.  

c. After they bring the letter back signed by the parent they will receive a sticker – “I know my shapes.”

H. Conclusion

a. The last thing we will do for this unit is make a shape snack.  

i. Graham Crackers – Rectangle – (School Bus)
ii. Small Vanilla Wafers – Circle – (Wheels) 

iii. Licorice – Square and Triangles – (Door and Windows)

1. We will make a school bus with the ingredients listed above using icing to put it all together.

I. Technology used

a. I have two computers in my room.  During our center time we go to the computers in groups of two for fifteen minutes.  Six students will be able to use the computers in one day; we play the game, “Thinkin Things.”  There are four different  games on this program.  Each student will play “Shapes” from this game. The shapes dance around the screen; as they dance the student matches the shapes.

J. My Pre-Test Scores

a. PK – 8 Students


i. 6 students knew circles and squares only

ii. 2 students did not know any shapes

b. Kindergarten – 6 Students

i. 6 students knew squares, circles, triangles

K. Modifications

a. Each kindergarten student was assigned to a PK student.  They helped them learn and recognize the four basic shapes.  
b. They used play-dough to make the shapes and try to find a shape in the classroom to look like their play dough model.

L. Reflection

a. I tried doing all four shapes on the same day.  My PK class became confused.  We then broke it down to one shape and stayed on that shape for two days.  As I introduced a new shape, we would also review the shape we had the day before.  This seemed to be better for the younger students.







