Name:Jane Guthrie
Grade Level/Subject:Math 1st Grade, Second lesson plan
Topic: Using a number line to subtract
Objectives (P.A.S.S.): Process Standard 1: Problem Solving #1: Use problem-solving approaches (e.g. act out situations, repersont problems with drawings and lists, use concrete, pictorial, graphical, oral, written and/or algebraic models, understand a problem, devise a plan, carry out the plan, look back.
Introduction: Every day we do mathematics lessons involving the use of a calendar. To begin this lesson, I discussed the use of a calendar for counting backwards and how it is like that of a number line. I asked how they were the same and was told that both used numbers. Then I asked if the numbers on both a calendar and a number line were in order from smallest to largest and my class agreed that they were.
Instructional process: After discussing the calendar and the number line, I used 5 students to help me demonstrate the problem 5 minus 2.  I asked how we could count back to subtract.  I then moved one child away at a time and counted back to show the number of children left (4, 3).  Then using a number line drawn on the board, the children and I counted backwards on the number line to get the correct answer to 5-2.  Each child in my class then got to practice a problem (from the workbook page that we were working on) on the number line by counting backwards to get the answer. After asking if everyone understood what they were to do, (they did), I asked them to work the Practice page using a number line to get each answer instead of just using their fingers. Most of the children did use the number line. There are lots of activities for 1st grade math at eduplace.com/kids/mw
Closure: To close the lesson, I asked If you start on 9 and count back 3, what number will you land on? and other problem questions of the same sort.
Assessment: For the assessment of this lesson, I asked each student to come to the board and solve a subtraction problem using a number line, which they did.
Modifications/Accommodations: The only modification I made was for one of my students who still has trouble making some of his numbers correctly.
Reflection: Most of the students in my class thought that counting on a number line either frontwards or backwards was really easy. They seemed to enjoy using the number line instead of their fingers all the time. I think the lesson went well.
