Name:Vicki Shelburne
Grade Level/Subject:second grade
Topic: math
Objectives (P.A.S.S.): Standard 4:   2   a.

Each child will understand standard and nonstandard units of measuring length.

Materials:  new unsharpened pencils

                  student shoes

                  English book

                  rulers

Introduction: How wide is the top of your desk?  What can be used to measure the width?
Instructional process: Each student will be assigned a "buddy" for this activity.  Measure the  width of desk using the various materials listed.  Students will record their answers on a premade sheet for each of the four listed items.  (Other materials may be used as needed.)  The one variable that will be different will be the student's own shoe.  This will allow for interesting class discussion for differences in measurements.  
Closure: How were your measurements different from your "buddy's"?    How were they the same?  Discuss why there were differences and why some were the same.
Assessment: Teacher observation as well as class discussion
Modifications/Accommodations: Allow students with special needs more time as well as "teacher buddy" assistance.
Reflection: This was short and sweet.  I had thought it might be too little information, but it turned out to be one of the most interesting/discovery filled lessons.  The kids came up with all kinds of ideas about measuring.
