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Renovations Bring Meat Lab
into the New Millennium
Steven Skacall

On Saturday, January 31st, the School of Agriculture hosted an open house

Celebration of recent renovations in the Firestone Meats Lab facility on
campus. The ribbon cutting ceremony ushers in a renewed commitment
to animal science education and customer service.

at the Firestone Meat Laboratory on the OPSU campus. Well over one hundred
people, both students and community members, turned out for a tour of the new
facilities and some free food, courtesy of the university. Dr. Dave Bryant, OPSU
President, was on hand along with several other dignitaries from the university as
well as the local communities of Goodwell and Guymon.
Named for Dr. Estes Firestone, Professor Emeritus at Panhandle State
University, the Firestone Meats Laboratory was opened in 1984. Construction of
the lab was financed by a $350,000 grant from the Oklahoma State Regents for
Higher Education, as well as a large check from an anonymous donor.
The renovations to the meat lab were done “in the spirit of renewed
educational commitment,” according to Bryant. Improvements began in the fall of
2008 and include new equipment for livestock processing, a brand new customer
service area, and new and refurbished offices for employees. The renovation
and rededication of the meat lab coincide with the centennial-|Cont. Page 8

Fallen
Aggies

Camouflaged Glory

Rachael Beck

Here’s five million dollars. Go
ahead, take it. It’s everything you
have ever worked for. It’s sketched
in ink that “you’ve made it”. All
those hours sacrificed in the gym
when there was something much
more appealing right in front of
you. Congratulations signed in the
form of a salary. You didn’t take
the easy way out and let’s face it,
you don’t make it to the NFL by
getting lucky. You are the product
of hard work and self sacrifice.
Here’s your sign. You’re there, feel
proud and wear your head high.

Of course the question may come
to your mind; what’s next? Is this
all I stand for? Don’t feel bad, and
just take the money. Everything
has payed off (figuratively and
literally). Wait, is that it though?
What equates successs and is
there ever a peak monumenting
that success for others to follow?
In a society that recognizes
happiness with new cars, and hard
work with diamonds and gold, it is
rare that you come across anyone
willing to argue that money can’t
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Statue of Pat Tillman outside
of the University of Phoenix
Stadium in Glendale, Arizona

Peanut Butter Scare

-PB & J... minus the PB
Page 2

New Music Previews
George Washington is
unanimously elected
the first President of
the United States by the
United States Electoral
College.

-What are you listening
to? Page 6

Miss

the

Game?

-Get the latest on Superbowl
Commercials Page 10

More Than A Face

-Get to know the people you see
everyday! Page 9

Andres
Balandria

The
women
from
the
OPSU basketball team faced
a tough challenge this past
Thursday as they faced the team
from St. Edward’s University.
The players from both teams took
a while to warm up and find their
rhythm. Not until the clock stretched
past the 12 minute mark did both
teams hit double digits. The game’s
pace quickly picked up afterwards
as both teams improved their
shooting from the field. The score at
halftime favored St. Edward’s 29-23.
In the second period, the visitors
took command
of the game
to which the
Lady
Aggies
tried to respond
with effort and
desire.
The
game
stayed
close, but the
women
from
St.		
Edward’s
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Nurse’s Checkup
Florence Hensley
Stick to Jelly Sandwiches for Now
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is
conducting an investigation into the source of Salmonella
outbreak in the King Nut peanut butter products, and
contamination connected with peanut paste used in cakes,
cookies, crackers, candies, cereal and ice cream.
The contamination has been traced
back to the Peanut Corporation of America
(PCA). Products from the Blakely, GA
plant have been found to be positive for
Salmonella. The strain found in the King Nut
brand of peanut butter has been found to have
a genetic match to the strain of Salmonella
poisoning that has been affecting Americans
across the nation.
At this time, it is believed that peanut butter
sold in supermarkets is not affected, but that
any PCA products sold in supermarkets could be
affected.
There is now a massive recall on Austin and
Keebler crackers, Little Debbie products, WalMart Bakery cookies/fudges, Food Lion Bake
Shop cookies, Best Choice brand, Shurfine ice
cream, and numerous others that are found in our local
supermarkets that contain peanut butter.
For a more detailed list of products that may cause
Salmonella poisoning go to http://www.accessdata.fda.
gov/scripts/peanutbutterrecall/index.cfm.
If you find that you may have consumed these products,
you may or may not become ill. Plus, the degree to which
a person becomes ill is varied. Signs/Symptoms usually

What’s
Happening At
OPSU Kim Tuttle
Student Senate met Wednesday,
January 28, at 9:30 p.m. in SL 201.
Several clubs gave reports of what
is going on within their clubs for the
spring semester. Kim Tuttle was
appointed President Pro-tempore
by the executive council. The
following proposals were passed:
$225 for cheerleaders to hold the
Mr. Irresistible contest on February

materialize within 12 to 72 hours and last 4 to 7 days.
Most people recover, but if the illness is severe,
hospitalization may be required. If the infection
spreads to the bloodstream and other body sites
besides the intestines, it can cause death without
antibiotic treatment. The illness more severely
affects those with impaired immune systems
(HIV/AIDS, hepatitis, diabetes, and etc.), the
elderly, and infants.
Many pet products are being recalled as
well, so be sure to note the products that are
being recalled in regard to your pets. Dogs
and cats that become ill from Salmonella
generally will have diarrhea that contains
blood or mucous and will have a fever. They
will seem tired as well.
Dogs are more likely to vomit than
cats. Cats that do not have diarrhea will
have a decrease in appetite, fever and
excessive salivation, while some dogs or
cats may not appear to be sick at all.
If you think your pet could have Salmonella
poison, you should take precautions by having it
confirmed with your vet. For more information on pet
and Salmonella poisoning and how to prevent it from
spreading among pets got to http://www.cdc.gov/
salmonella/typhimurium/salmonella_pets.html.
If you need assistance please visit the Student Health
Clinic in the Student Union Rm. 2 or call 580.349.1434
and I will be glad to assist you.

24; $2000 for HALO’s trip over spring
break to Chicago for their National
Conference; $1500 for Psychology
Club to attend Nationals in Las Vegas;
$1000 to the History Club to travel to
Albuquerque; and $2000 for senate
to host the annual Sweetheart Steak
Dinner in the cafeteria on February 11.
Senate is planning a carnival tentatively
for the week after spring break. Clubs
are encouraged to set up booths to
count as one of their free events. In
other business, Jessica Lofland went
over activity dates for February to
keep senate members on their toes

about what is going on around
campus. Some highlights include:
Feb. 7 – Think Fast Game Show;
Feb. 7 – Top Hand Auction; Feb.
11 - Sweetheart Dinner; Feb. 17 –
Blood Drive; Feb. 23 – International
Festival; Feb. 24 – Mardi Gras
Meal & Mr. Irresistible; Feb. 28
– Basketball Homecoming & “We
can make you laugh.” Remember
you can check the websites under
events for specific times and
locations. The next senate meeting
will be Wednesday, February 4, at
9:30 p.m. in SL 201.

Psychology Club Quote of the Week
“Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take
our breath away” -unknown
On Feb. 9th from 11:30 to 1:00, the Psych Club will have a table set up
outside of the Aggie Grill to sell Valentine Flowers.

T h u r s d ay,
February 5
Basketball- OPSU vs. UT Permian Basin
(Odessa, TX)
Women’s 5:30PM/Men’s 7:30PM

Friday,
February 6/
Saturday,
February 7

Baseball- OPSU vs. St. Mary’s University
(San Antonio, TX)
2:00PM/12:00PM

Saturday,
February 7
Think Fast Game Show
Winner Receives $200!

Sunday,
February 8

Music Faculty Recital (H-S Aud.)
7:00PM

Monday,
February 9

Men’s Basketball vs. Dallas Baptist
(Goodwell, OK)
7:00PM

Tuesday,
February 10

Business, Industry and Agriculture
Career Fair
(SU Ballroom)
12:30PM
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adverse effects [with the Obama public
Bailout Mania,
works program]. New programs tend Media
and have bad effects on incentives
When Will it End? toandlastefficiency.”
Violence

Steven Skacall

Michigan is in a world of hurt,
having lost more than 140 thousand
jobs in the past week. The latest
unemployment figures show that 9.6
percent of Michigan’s workforce is
currently drawing unemployment
benefits from the state—that’s nearly
one in ten working age residents, or
more than 960 thousand people. In fact
the number of unemployed people in
Michigan is larger than the population
of Oklahoma City and Tulsa combined.
Governor Jennifer Granholm (D)
has made television appearances and
submitted requests to Congress and the
White House, begging Washington for
assistance. This comes not long after
Ford, General Motors, and Chrysler
were awarded a multi-billion dollar loan
package by the federal government in
order to revitalize Michigan’s economy.
"We need help. We need it now. And it's
not about budgets, it's about creating
jobs in our states,” said Governor
Granholm in an interview with CNN.
But the American people are getting
tired of bailouts, bridge loans, and other
programs that try to throw more of the
taxpayers’ money into the fire.
Governor Granholm insists that
she is not asking for a bailout. Rather,
she says, Michigan needs money for
“shovel-ready projects that could have
dirt flying within 180 days.”
Dr. Jeffrey Miron, an economist at
Harvard University, has said recently
that “there is certainly the possibility of

While Governor Granholm and
President Obama insist that new public
works programs are needed, there is
significant disagreement over how
much money should be spent on these
programs and just how extensive they
should be. Governor Granholm cited a
figure of $800 billion, while President
Obama has proposed an even higher
amount. Congressional leaders, along
with Governor Granholm, have even
suggested hiring unemployed citizens to
dig holes and then fill them up.
"I have $20 billion worth of requests
for shovel-ready projects that could have
dirt flying within 180 days. Now, will it
happen overnight? No. [Here] in the
North, the ground is still frozen, but it
certainly would happen within 180 days,"
says Governor Granholm.
The question many Americans are asking
is, “isn’t there a better way?” The answer,
according to Dr. Miron, is yes.
“I think the economy will recover in 6-12
months, with or without the stimulus,”
Dr. Miron Says. He continues, saying
that he believes the best way to recover
economically is to keep the government
out of the economy.
Still, it will be up to the Congress
to determine how much of our tax
dollars will go toward bailing out major
corporations and how that money will be
used. Indications are that, despite solid
opposition from the Republicans, an aid
package of beyond $800 billion will be
passed into law by the end of the week.
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Through the
Looking Glass
David Suto

"Are all these Korean
films so violent?" my advisor
inquired.
She couldn't help but
kindly note the preponderance
of gunplay in seemingly every
such movie I paraded week to
week. The culprits that day?
Vengeance is Mine (which is,
in actuality, Chinese) and A
Bittersweet Life.
"No. Well, kind of, I... No. No they're not."
Keeping the scope wide, the first international film I reviewed for this
publication was Wong Kar-wai's In the Mood for Love. Broken hearts, sure,
but no blood splatter. Reining it in to South Korean New Wave (where I’ve
seen enough to comfortably proffer my thoughts), it’s impossible to deny
the prominence of the Asia Extreme under label, the pinnacle of which is
Cannes 2003 Grand Prix winner, Park Chan-wook’s Oldboy. Undoubtedly
the SK film most familiar to American audiences, infamy followed its
many successes after the Virginia Tech massacre in 2007. The student
responsible for the attack, Cho Seung-Hi, was a Korean exchange student
and subsequent to the tragic slayings, several news commentators made a
tenuous connection between Cho and the film.
Now, in January of this year, a graduate student at Virginia Tech was
murdered and decapitated by a 25-year old Chinese student. Since then,
a number of people have again aimed misguided remarks at the Asian
contingency on VT’s campus. Murmurs of film-inspired violence have also
once again circulated.
I don’t believe anyone can truly know all that moves someone to commit
such violence. And it’s certainly not my place to assess the effects of violent
media. I do however believe that within the realm of literature, artists may
portray violence in either responsible or irresponsible manners.

The Collegian
Published by Oklahoma Panhandle State University,
P.O. Box 430, Goodwell, OK 73939. The Collegian
is distributed on campus of OPSU ever y Wednesday
during the fall and spring semester with the
exceptions of major holidays, finals, and breaks. All
opinions expressed in editorials are that of the writer
and not necessarily the opinion of the university.

Cont. Pg 9

Letter to the Editor Policy
Do you have an opinion or comment
about something on campus? Is there
something we should know or an issue
to be addressed? Write your letter to
the editor, e-mail it, or bring it by Muller
Hall. Letters must include writer’s name,
signature, and phone number. Telephone
numbers will not be printed. The editor
reserves the right to edit letters for length,
lielous statements, and personal attacks.
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Tillman Cont. From 1

buy everything. We are a country built off of sweat and hard work aiming for
the highest salary as a sign of our self proclaimed success. Although, one man
did dare to question this philosophy. The late Pat Tillman defined the meaning
of true self sacrifice. After the events of September 11, 2001 compelled this
Arizona State University football alumnus to give up a $3.6 million contract
to the Arizona Cardinals, he joined the United States Army along with his
brother Kevin who also gave up the chance to play professional baseball.
Tillman subdued to the ultimate self sacrifice for his country in turn not only

second since moving to Arizona by
beating the Atlanta Falcons 30-24.
“He’s like a legend around
here,” stated Cardinal’s strong safety
Adrian Wilson in an interview with
ESPN. “You don’t have to say much
to the young guys about him. You
can see his impact all around us.”
Five years after the passing of an
American hero, this franchise has

held dear the respect for decisions
that lead astray from a society that
bases value on the valuable. “We
refuse to let his legacy die around
here, because we’ve been riding
on that for a long time.” Graves.

What Would You Do?
When faced with the question of following their convictions of joining
the US army or taking money to do what they love, this is what the
Aggies of Panhandle State had to say.
“I wouldn’t risk my
life for a cause I didn’t
believe in. I wouldn’t
do something I didn’t
enjoy especially if
I couldn’t make a
living.”
Nicole Candelaria
Left, As an Arizona Cardinal, Tillman helped the team in their last playoff win
since 2009, Right, As a United States Soldier in 2002
giving up a million dollar contract, but giving up his life. April 22, 2004, he was
killed in Sperah, Afghanistan in which authorities are still investigating the cause.
As the Cardinals turn to compete in Superbowl XLIII, they look
to not only honor the memory of their fallen teammate, but to play
in a manner as such to show their respect and gratification towards a
team that was given hope in the most unexpected and appreciated ways.
Since the team’s transfer to Tempe in 1988, the Cardinals sufferred from,
for lack of a better word, losing. The Cardinals had not had a winning season
since 1998 when Jake Plummer reigned in the desert. They were dubbed in
the film Jerry McGuire, and made the laughing stock of the NFL. Although
Tillman was a member of the 1998 playoff team, his departure in 2002 inspired
the team to look beyond the game into what they believed and why it was
they believed it. The mentality on the field was destined to change. On
January 3, 2009, the Cardinals won their first playoff game since 1998 and their

“Volleyball. My
family and I
would be set for
the rest of our lives
vs. a chance of
dying.”
Heather Helton
“Basketball.
That’s a
given.”
Russell
Lewis

“Basketball is my life
and my first love,
and money can buy
a lot of shoes.”
Halee Edwards
“Rodeo. It’s
amazing
and the love
of my life.”
Katie Jolly

Introducing: the
New & Improved Collegian
(now 100% awesome)
Hello, ladies and sirs. Yes,
this is The Collegian. No, nobody
sprinkled pot in your omelet this
morning.
We’ve for years been planning
this coup, and today, it comes to
fruition. Years of research were
poured into designing the most
effective college news rag to ever
grace this strange planet, and you,
friends, are looking at it.
Okay, the truth is, our new layout designer, Rachael Beck, called

me out on my apathetic reign as
editor, insisting on a complete overhaul. Thanks to a ton of hard word
and extra hours, in the brief span of
one week, she and the rest of our
new staff put together this beauty
of an issue for you, our readers.
In the past, I promised better
and different. Obvious lies (heck,
I’ve long admitted as much). But if
The Collegian caught your eye this
week (and you reading this is proof
enough), trust you will from now

on have a campus newspaper to
proudly call your own.
To help us keep this thing
rolling, please email us with some
feedback. Let us know what you
like, what you don’t, what you’d
like to see featured or things you
feel we’ve overlooked.
Producing a 12-page issue
week to week will require your
involvement. Please consider
yourselves more than welcome to
submit your own articles, letters,

photographs, ads, announcements... anything you’d like. The
address is collegian@opsu.edu.
We have a talented, eager staff
in place this semester, so keep us
busy.
If you like the changes, note
our staff ledger on page 3. Thank
‘em for their efforts and keep them
attuned of what’s going on as well
as your thoughts on how we can
improve. Enjoy perusing.
-David Suto, editor
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Mental Mistakes Topple Aggies
Andres Belandria

From left, Mark Bultman, Marques Loftis, and Luke
Ogden fight for the ball during Thursday night’s St.
Edwards Game

Last Thursday evening, the Aggie
basketball team matched up against a St.
Edward’s University. squad located at the top
of the Heartland Conference chart. The Aggie
men, however, could not overcome their own
ball handling mistakes and ultimately fell 63-77.
The opening period gave the crowd an
OPSU team willing to play as equals to one
of the conference’s powerhouses. The men
from St. Edward’s played a hard, physical
game before the complacent officials.
The Aggies, however, did not let
that get to them and kept close pace
with the visitors. Halftime came along
with OPSU trailing by five, 31-26.
In the closing half, the guys from St. Edward’s

Left, Kariz Bioni looks over as Halee Edwards fights for the ball against St.
Edward’s University. Right, Kevin Geofroy looks to drive against this St.
Ed’s defender.

slowly increased their lead thanks to a series
of turnovers by the Aggie players. The Aggies
seemed to be able to play basket for basket with
the Hilltoppers, but were unable to beat their
own mental mistakes. At the end, it proved too
much to overcome, and the Aggies lost 77-63.
OPSU’s Luke Ogden and SEU’s Kyle
Wakefield shared honors as top scorers.
Other notable players for the Aggies
were Kevin Geofroy with 12 points and
Marques Loftis who added up 10 points.
Both the mens and women’s team
have matchups, looking to get back in the
conference race against University of Texas
Permian Basin on Thursday February 5,2009.

Fall Cont...

(from page 1)
displayed an especially disciplined offense.
They consistently looked for the open
shot or took the ball inside the paint
taking advantage of their size. That, in
combination with a near perfect night from
the free throw line (22 of 24), added up to
give the visiting team the victory 66-51.
The best players on the court for OPSU
were Nicole Candelaria, leading all
scorers with 15 points, and Kariz Bioni
with 13 points and 8 rebounds. The
Lady Aggies’ record stands at 3-16.

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
Panhandle State Foundation second semester scholarship
checks are now available in the Foundation Office
(SL207). Foundation scholarship recipients need to stop
by as soon as possible to pick up their checks.

$$$$$$$$$
Do you need a scholarship for next
year?Panhandle State Foundation is NOW
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS for 2009-2010
SCHOLARSHIPS.
Deadline is March 2, 2009.
Stop by the Foundation Office (SL207) or download the
packet at www.opsu.edu.

Winner of The Collegian
Superbowl Pick ‘Em Contest.
She correctly guessed both the
Steelers as the winner and a
combined score of 50 points.
She wins a $30 Gift Certificate
to the OPSU Bookstore!
-Steelers 27 Cardinals 23-
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This Week in
Music!

Rachael Beck

“Working on a Dream”
Bruce Springsteen
Januar y 27, 2009 (Columbia)
Following the 2006 release of “Magic”, Bruce Springsteen and the
E Street Band are looking to follow the live show atmosphere with sing
a long tunes and cell phone light ballads in “Working on a Dream.”
“Tonight: Franz Ferdinand”
Franz Ferdinand
Januar y 27, 2009 (Epic)
This Scottish band is back with more poppy tunes and aggressive
dance beats that prove Franz Ferdinand is back fully intentioned to redefine
their sound with their self titled EP.
“Fantasy Ride”
Ciara
Januar y 27, 2009
“Before I Self Destruct”
50 Cent
Februar y 3, 2009 (Shady/Interscope)
After the highly anticipated release
of 50 Cent’s new album “Before I Self
Destruct” was bumped up to 2009 to
incorporate fellow Shady Record pioneers
Eminem and Dr. Dre, a full length feature
film dually titled is expected later this year.

					
“Feel that Fire”
Dierks Bentley
Februar y 3, 2009 (Capitol
Nashville)
The Phoenix, Arizona native
Dierks Bentley has returned with his
fourth major label album and looks to
be in no way slowing down from his
hit number ones of past. Although
“Feel that Fire” may seem to lack
diversity from the past, listeners will
love the classic Dierks Bentley feel.
“Sing-Chapter 1”
Wynonna Judd
Februar y 3, 2009

“The Fray”
The Fray
Februar y 3, 2009 (Epic)
The singer’s behind the
catchy “Grey’s Anatomy”
jingle are back with a more
“extreme” record than the
2006 “How to Save a Life”
EP. After “You Found Me”
from their new self titled
album premiered on “Lost,”
The Fray are back not only
to accompany hit television
shows, but to sharpen their
already deep ballads.

ER: The Final Season
Steven Skacall

For the Week of February 6
Coraline

PG
Starring the voice of Dakota Fanning
Monster House fans get ready!

Push

PG 13
Chris Evans, Dakota Fanning, Camilla Belle
The future of civilization is at stake!

He’s Just Not That Into
You

PG 13
Ben Affleck, Jennifer Aniston, Drew Barrymore,
Jennifer Connolly, Scarlett Johansson. Enough
said. Oh yea, check your myspace!

The Pink Panther 2

PG
Steve Martin, Emily Mortimer, Aishwarya Rai
Stolen artifacts in need of recovering!

Free Style
PG

For fifteen years, Americans
have tuned in to NBC for the
critically acclaimed series ER. The
series follows a tight-knit group
of medical professionals at the
fictional County General Hospital
in Chicago. The inner workings
of America’s healthcare system
are exposed from the perspectives
of nurses, ER physicians, and
surgeons in a way that shows the
humanity that exists behind the
scenes in America’s hospitals.
Over the years, a number of
cast members have come and gone.
In fact, the current cast includes
only a handful of the original actors,
most having been replaced in recent
years. Notable cast members to
have left the series include George
Clooney (Dr. Doug Ross), Sherri
Stringfield (Dr. Susan Lewis),
Anthony Edwards (Dr. Mark
Greene), and Mekhi Pfeiffer (Dr.
Greg Pratt). Currently, the ensemble

cast includes such notable actors
as Angela Bassett (Dr. Catherine
Banfield), John Stamos (Dr.
Tony Gates), and Parminder
Nagra (Dr. Neela Rasgotra).
In its first eight seasons, ER
was consistently in the top four
nationwide in terms of viewer
ratings. Following the departure
of Anthony Edwards (Dr. Mark
Greene) whose character was a
driving force behind the series
from the very beginning, many
viewers lost interest in the series. A
decline in the quality of writing for
the series and a sense of staleness
contributed to a steady drop in
viewership, leading NBC to make
2009 ER’s final year on the air.
Though the series is in its
final season, ER has not given up
on making a great show. Better
writers have been brought on
board along with an infusion of new
cast members (and reappearances

Wednesday, February 4, 2009
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No More Reading!

Persepolis, Story of a Childhood
Marjane Satrapi Reviewed by Randi Jones

I often hear people
claiming that they just can’t get
into the “reading books thing.”
Maybe these people just haven’t
found the right book. I would like
to encourage more people to try
reading a type of literature that
I initially underestimated: the
graphic novel. A graphic novel is
a story told with art through the
form of images or pictures, much
like a comic books. These books
are extremely entertaining.
The first graphic novel
that I read was Persepolis: The
Story of a Childhood. Persepolis
is the story of Marjane Satrapi’s
experiences while growing up
during in Iran during the Islamic
Revolution of 1979. The entire
novel is told through powerful
black and white comic strip
images that capture Marjane’s
honest voice with very few
words. The ability to actually see
the story unfold on paper created
a powerful reading experience
and sold me on graphic novel as
a valid work of art.
Marjane, the heart and
soul of this book, goes to school

every day wearing a black veil and
performing mandatory religious rituals.
But all she really wants to do is wear
blue jeans, eat hamburgers, and dance
to Michael Jackson music. Marjane
wants to rebel, to escape the limitations
set by her parents, her school, and her
country, but she doesn’t know how.
Every day she witnesses people being
beaten and even killed for looking
westernized, drinking alcohol or even
possessing a deck of cards. Marjane,
confused and tormented, must learn to
deal with the conflict of her beliefs and
opinions at home and the way she is
suppose to be perceived in public.
My ability to connect to this
young girl in a black veil in the middle
of a war happened quickly and caught
me off guard. With each turning page,
I was amazed to find myself identifying
so realistically with a young girl in
a drastically different world.
This
irresistible little girl captured my heart
and made me realize the universal
similarities of people in every war, every
religion and every country.
Marjane’s story took me on a
roller coaster of emotions ranging from
extreme laughter, to intense anger,
and finally, heartbreaking sadness. If

you want to find out
how Marjane copes
through the Islamic
revolution or how
someone in such a
different
situation
can be so relatable
to human beings
everywhere,
you’ll
just have to read the
book!
What the Experts
are saying:
“One of the freshest
and most original
memoirs of our day.
[Satrapi’s] is a voice
calling out to the
rest of us, reminding
us to embrace this
child’s fervent desire
that human dignity
reign supreme.” -Los
Angeles Times
“It
is
virtually
impossible to read Persepolis without
falling in love.” -Baltimore Sun
“…Persepolis is at once a story of growing
up and a reminder of the human cost of
war and political repression. It shows
how we carry on, with laughter and

tears, in the face of absurdity.
And, finally, it introduces us
to an irresistible little girl with
whom we cannot help but fall
in love.” -Pantheon Books

ER Cont...
of old ones) to make the final season a truly memorable one. Thus far in the
season, we have seen appearances by Anthony Edwards (as Dr. Greene,
in a flashback scene from the
episode “Heal Thyself”), Alex
Kingston (as Dr. Elizabeth
Corday, in the episode “Dream
Runner”), and Eriq La Salle
(as Dr. Peter Benton, in the as
yet unnamed season finale).
Twists and turns in
the plotline are a weekly
occurrence on ER with
ever-evolving love stories
and personal crises (e.g.
Dr. Lockhart’s struggle
over whether to have an
abortion)
taking
center
stage alongside the trueto-life medical procedures
that take place each day in

America’s hospitals. In fact, it is ER’s ability to remain medically realistic
while at the same time entertaining millions of Americans that has allowed
it to remain on the air for fifteen
years at a time when so many
other shows fail to make it
through even their first season.
Whether you are a diehard ER
fan or a casual viewer who tunes
in when you find nothing else on
the television, this show has been
one wild ride from the beginning
until now; expecting anything
else for its final season would be
to underestimate the capabilities
of the cast and crew behind this
amazing series, one of America’s
most beloved. And for all these
reasons, I give the final season
of ER a nine on a ten point scale.
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Meat Lab...

Dasha Guymon

“…People deserve the
death penalty for
heinous crimes.”
Sara Buckner

“…There has to be some
sort of consequence that
people cannot get around
in the justice system. To
infringe on another’s rights
deserves punishment.”

(Cont. From Pg 1)

celebrations on the OPSU campus;
it was one hundred years ago that
Panhandle
Agricultural
Institute
opened in the town of Goodwell. Over
the decades an influx of additional
state funding and a need for improved
educational opportunities in the
Oklahoma Panhandle led to the
expansion of the institution.
According to Dr. Peter Camfield,
Dean of the School of Agriculture,
one of the reasons for the renovations
was to make the meat lab “more
consumer-friendly” and to “improve
customer relationships”. The meats
lab allows OPSU students to be
trained in harvesting and processing
of animal products. Funding for the
meat lab comes in large part from
local ranchers and farmers, who
support the program by paying to
have their animals processed at the
university. This supports not only the
local economy, but also area residents
and the university itself.

“This new facility will allow us to
give our students the skill sets they
need to enter the work force when they
graduate,” said Camfield. Students do
receive quite a bit of experience, as the
meats lab is staffed entirely by student
workers supervised by a full-time
manager. The lab processes an average
of ten hogs and five head of beef per
week, plus the occasional lamb, for an
average of five to six hundred animals
per year.
“This is a great job; the people are
great, great workers,” said Wiggins,
CO. freshman Jessie Haake. Haake is
one of six students employed by the
meat lab. “It’s an easy job but very
interesting, very hands on, and very
rewarding,” added Haake.
Students interested in pursuing
a career in the meat industry are
encouraged to speak with Camfield
or one of the student workers, as
positions in the meats lab open from
time to time.

Caleb Clark
I do not believe it is our
right as human beings to
take a life. God will have
His own judgment.”
Samra Guerra

“I do not support the
death penalty because I
value human life which is
the same reason I don’t
support abortion.”

-It is believed that Shakespeare was 46 around
the time that the King James Version of the
Bible was written. In Psalms 46, the 46th word
from the first word is shake, and the 46th word
from the last word is spear.
-A car traveling 100mph would take more than 29
million years to reach the nearest star.
-A skunk’s smell can be detected by a human a
mile away.
-The first known contraceptive was crocodile
dung, used by Egyptians in 2000B.C.

Jaydan Roseboro

“They committed a
crime of great statute
that they should be
punished for.”
Matt Warner

-The most common name in the world is Mohammed.
-A lion’s roar can be heard from five miles
away.
-The king of hearts is the only king without a
mustache.
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More Than aSarahFace
Sweatt

Media Violence...
Cont. From Pg 3

For all its seeming excess, Oldboy possesses a stringently anti-violent
message. A Dirty Carnival, briefly reviewed earlier this semester, takes the
same path. I’m sure Korea has its Michael Bay somewhere amongst its throng
of filmmakers, but I’ve yet to encounter his or her work. The aforementioned
A Bittersweet Life’s title says it all. Melancholic and utterly introspective, a
tragic ring echoes throughout.
(Flipping things around a bit:)
A disciple asked his master, "Do the leaves flow or is it the wind?"
His master replied, “No, it is the heart and the mind.”
South Korea has, in its short history as an independent nation, endured
many hardships. Also still haunting the young country is the terrible
bloodshed of the war with the North over 50 years ago alongside the Japanese
occupation prior to that. Comparatively, Seoul lawmakers only recently lifted
strict censorship bans. If there’s a perceived overabundance of violence in
Korean art, it in all likelihood emanates from a people searching for a way to
heal and have their voices heard.
A nation obsessed with violence? The question is targeted in the wrong
direction. US distributors know what sells. South Korean New Wave is
actually just as diverse as any other nation’s cinematic output in the world
today. Lee Chang-dong’s humanistic drama Oasis captivated international
audiences as well as critics a year before Oldboy’s controversial carnage ever
gripped American theatergoers. Something to note.
For my part, I’ll from here on turn my (and the readers’) attention more
towards the likes of Christmas in August and Woman is the Future of Man to
better demonstrate the broad range of the human spectrum (in all its beauty,
terror, highs, and lows) SK filmmakers set out to explore.
(And for completionist purposes, Shohei Imamura’s Vengeance is Mine
recalls a chilling account of a real-life murderer; both terrifying and compelling,
it hardly glamorizes its violence.)

The OPSU campus overflows
with students from every backdrop
of life. Though this rural college
may indeed be small, OPSU caters
as the home for an extremely diverse
student population. One of these many
students includes freshman, Tina
Ferguson. Tina, a native of Lenox,
Illinois, which is located 100 miles
due south of Chicago, comes from
a loving family of five. Her parents
have been happily married for twenty
proud years, and she is the sibling to
an older sister and two younger, ornery
brothers. When asked what her most
missed childhood memory of Illinois
is, Tina answered, “It would definitely
be going to the forest reserve.” Some
may wonder how and why Tina ended
up at rural OPSU. Tina said, “I love the
size, the classes, and most of all the
people. Everyone is genuinely nice and
hospitable.” 				
When you see this Ag education/
music education major on campus, she
appears to be an ordinary nineteen year
old adorned in a baseball hat, hoodie,
and jeans. What most do not know is
that Tina is an extraordinary guitar
player who also happens to write her
own music. Tina truly loves music in
all its variety; from Christian Rock to
rap, Tina enjoys most anything with a
beat. Tina also enjoys playing rugby,
something with which we
Oklahomans are not very
familiar. Tina humorously
added, “There’s just
something about hitting
people that really works
as a stress reliever.”
Tina also enjoys simply
“hanging with friends.”
A few of Tina’s favorites
include P.S. I Love You,
Reba, spaghetti, the color
green, Lynard Skynard,
and of course, the Chicago
Bears. One of Tina’s least
favorite occurrences in
her life includes a quite

embarrassing day when in junior
high. What was supposed to be an
enjoyable boating activity turned
fatal as Tina managed to not only
sprawl herself across the bow of
the boat due to a slippery slope,
but also impressively, was “ripped”
of her swim bottoms. 		
Tina also has aspirations. If
she could visit any destination in
the world, Tina said she would
travel to Australia or Ireland. She
added, “Those places are just so
pretty, and I’m always up for new
experiences.” Tina also remarked,
“If I could achieve one thing, it
would be to solve everyone’s
problems.” In a nutshell, Tina
describes herself as caring. If Tina
could portray any one thing to
her fellow student body, it would
be the fact that she is a Christian.
Her favorite verse comes from
the book of 1 Peter. It states, “He
himself bore our sins in his body
on the tree, so that we might die
in sins and life for righteousness;
by his wounds we are healed.”
This week as you stroll the
diverse, little college of Oklahoma
Panhandle State, know that Tina
Ferguson, as well as all other
students, are more than just a face.

Five Tina Picks:
1. Mayo over mustard

2. Hamburgers over hotdogs
3. Sunshine over rain

4. Boots over sneakers

5. Chocolate over vanilla
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Undemocratic Democrat
Sarah Sweatt

Super Bowl
Over the last year, the people of America have experienced numerous
Commercials
changes in atmosphere including a true “change” in government. The
transformation in the White House has officially begun to revolutionize our
country. Throughout our nation’s history, presidents have always sought
cabinet members that serve as well-equipped leaders capable of fulfilling
their positions with innovation, honesty, and also serving the expectations
of the appointed president and the American people. The White House
has announced that Republican Senator Judd Gregg of New Hampshire is
President Obama’s prime candidate for the office of commerce secretary.
This consideration definitely seems to be a noble attempt at partisan diversity
within the Cabinet; however, New Hampshire’s governor, John Lynch, is
classified Democratic which creates a rift in the so-called dignified efforts of
our newly elected President. 							
The Senate Majority is currently held by Democrats with a count of 58,
but if Al Franken is deemed victor of the Minnesota Senate legal battle, the
count will jump to 59. These actions make the commerce secretary position
all the more vital. If Senator Gregg accepts the position, Gov. John Lynch
Democratic will appoint a new senator to fulfill this position. Whether we as
a country can genuinely call ourselves fair and balanced, the probable truth is
that Governor Lynch will most likely appoint a Democratic Senator extending
the majority county to 60.
I, personally, would love to have an assured hope that the leader of my
great home will always act with the welfare of America on his conscience,
but this appointment is not an endeavor at multiplicity but a deliberate act
of unrespectable party politics. Senator Gregg fulfilling the cabinet position
or President Obama making the appointment is not the underlying issue of
this matter; the issue is of the magical number known as 60. A Democratic
majority of 60 represents a domination of politics within the Senate. 60
means an end to filibustering by Republicans and an end to Republican say
on the legislative agenda. Our government is for the people by the people
where people can be heard and should forever and always be represented.
This act of filling and replacing by President Obama is officially closing the
opportunity for all views to be represented within our nation’s government,
destroying our nation’s democratic values by a true Democrat.

Speaking of
Irresponsible
Violence…

David Suto
New to theaters this week
is the terminally uninteresting
Taken, starring Liam Neeson
as an ex-spy in search of his
kidnapped daughter. Earlier
this decade, the Bourne trilogy
breathed new life into the spy
genre, making its impression
felt with exciting action
set pieces and, even more
notably, its viscerally thrilling
sequences of hand-to-hand
combat.
Taken's sole raison d'être,

it would seem, is to ape Bourne's
fight choreography. A barely there
screenplay platforms for Neeson’s
character to brutally crack skulls
non-stop throughout acts two and
three. The problem with this is that
the action is hardly inventive, and
choppy editing and obvious camera
tricks (as a means to presumably
stretch funds) rob viewers of
potential entertainment. Especially
frustrating,
the
protagonist
has fewer vulnerabilities than
Superman; when his supreme
fighting abilities fail him, loose
bolts and plain silly plotting come
to the rescue. I think he incurs,
at most, three unfettered hits.
The damage? A slight limp come
film’s end. Of note, Maggie Grace
portrays Neeson’s daughter.

Randi Jones

This year’s Super Bowl
match-off
between
the
Steelers and the Cardinals
may have actually been
more entertaining than the Super
Bowl commercials that so many
people anxiously await. Many of the
commercial spots were full of boring
car commercials and an endless
amount of movie trailers. Granted,
there were many entertaining website
related commercials. However, the
good old fashioned Super Bowl
staple commercials always provide
fair competition. This year’s battle
produced clear and decisive winners in
four primary categories.
Non-alcoholic Drink Categor y
Even though I prefer Coke over
Pepsi any day of the week, Pepsi
blew Coke out of the water on their
commercials this year.
Pepsi had some of the very best
commercials overall. Bob Dylan and
Will.I.Am sang “Forever Young” while
connecting all the generations that have
remained young by drinking Pepsi.
The commercial’s captivating images
and catchy, simple motto that “Every
generation refreshes the world” was,

Now, it’s not unusual
for actors to play roles
incongruent to their own
age as does the 25-year
old Grace in the role of
just-turned 17 Kim. What
is unusual, however, and
a particularly fascinating
dramatic choice I might
add, is when said actor
equates playing younger
with playing mentally
challenged. Maybe Ms.
Grace signed on prior to
reading the script, finally
did so, and let her inner
Arrested
Development
fan take over. Skip this
nonsense.

well…refreshing!
The Pepsi Max commercial
plays on the strengths of a man’s
ability to take on the pains of being
wacked with a golf club, wood plank
and bowling ball. Of course, we
all know men are way too strong
to drink diet soda and that’s what
makes the message simple and
memorable.
Coca-Cola’s
commercials
however, what where they again?
Oh that’s right Coke used humans
that turned into crazy animated
characters and insect thieves to
make us want their product. I don’t
know about others, but the last
thing I want to think of when I pick
up an ice cold beverage is bugs.
The Beer Categor y
As far as beer commercials go,
the Bud Light brand commercial
definitely won out over the
traditional Budweiser Clydesdales.
Bud
Light’s
office
meeting

Cont. Pg 12
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Just Weight,
Mr. Mayor!

Oklahoma City Mayor Mick

Cornett has decided that one of his
priorities as leader of our state’s
largest city ought to be cutting down
the pork. Not pork barrel spending,
not pork barbecue, but the pork
on his city’s residence. Yes, it’s

Yes We Can!
Emphasis on
WE. Rachael Beck
As the country continues to
diversify and people attempt to
transfer their beliefs from a national
effort to an individual responsibility,
we hold tickets to front row seats of
a very unique time in history. While
hate and love, usually accompanied
with one another, run at extreme
ends of the spectrum, we are
experiencing firsthand the abilities
of humanity to control the future and
participate in its realities molding
the soon to come past.
On January 20th, 2009, we
witnessed the inauguration of
President Barrack Obama. Before
you shutter at the very mention of
his name and detour your eyes from
this article, reflect on the context

true: Mayor Cornett city’s resources. Crime, for example,
has embarked on a is a major problem in Oklahoma City.
fat fighting crusade According to city-data.com, the murder
against
every rate in Oklahoma City has increased by
overweight person roughly thirty percent since 2000, while
in the Oklahoma City robberies have increased by nearly the
same amount. Somehow I doubt that
limits.
A c c o r d i n g weight gain is responsible for these
to the Centers for murders and robberies.
Another major problem in Oklahoma
Disease
Control
and
Prevention City is education. According to city-data.
(CDC) in Atlanta, com, the percentage of Oklahoma City
some 28.8 percent children enrolled in schools of any type
of Oklahomans are are significantly lower than in the rest
overweight or obese. of Oklahoma. The lack of education is
In fact, Oklahoma is cited by many experts and advocacy
tied with “Somehow I doubt that groups as a
cause of
Arkansas
weight gain is responsible leading
criminal activity.
as
the
for these murders and Education is an
eighth
area where a
fattest
robberies.”
city’s mayor can
state
in
the country, also wield great power in many cases.
The simple fact is this: Mayor
according to the
CDC. Clearly this is Cornett has better things to worry
a crisis which drains about than my weight. Mayor Cornett
our state’s resources, also has better things to spend my tax
mainly in terms of dollars on, like making sure I can go out
health services. But in public without the fear of being shot
is this really an issue for the mayor or stabbed, or having my wallet stolen.
of Oklahoma City of which I am a Priorities are important—maybe Mayor
Cornett should get some new ones.
resident?
The simple answer to that question
is no. In fact there are many other
issues where the mayor could better
direct his time and energy as well as the

Steven Skacall

in which it is stated. This day issued
a milestone for America. An election
plagued by issues of race exemplified
the steps that have been made towards
a true “equality.” As the forty-fourth
President of the United States stepped
up to take the oath of office, just as
forty three before him had done, we
observed the first African American
take the highest office in the most
powerful country in the world. (Trust
me, keep reading. This is a black and
white issue; you have, indeed, heard
it all before. You are allowed to hate;
you are allowed to love. Your opinion
is necessary.) We saw true freedom,
we saw strength, and most of all, we
saw change. Whether it is anti- Bush,
democrat, republican, or independent,
we saw development. Whether you are
for or against that development, it is in
that that we are enabled to have the very
option of continued progression.
The mere presence of a minority

accepting the biggest responsibility in
which to govern us should not, however,
be looked upon only as a black and white
issue. Whether you voted for him because
he is black or voted against him because
he is black, or even if race played no role
in your own vote, it does not make the fact
that he is “different” a secret. Like it or
not, Barrack Obama (African American)
is our President.
While we hold the title before a
name, we come to consider the history
upon which that title was founded. A
document stating that “all men are created
equal,” contradicting it into those that
could sign it, were among those “chosen”
equals; a hypocrisy in and of itself. All
men meaning me, and it’s okay. All men
and I’m out, well then we have an issue.
Vying for the convenience of segregation
as long as you’re on the right side of the
fence apprehended any loophole that
those in power were questioned with.
This created a word with no meaning;

freedom by selfish standards,
“as long as ‘I’m’ free, ‘we’re’
free” mindset.
I do not know how many
times I heard “we are not
ready for a black president,” or
“people are only voting for him
because he is black.” Very little
talk was focused on the issues
themselves (for both antiObama and pro-Obama, might
I add). People’s minds were
made up from the beginning.
Coming from all walks of life,
and all political parties, their
responses involved some talk
of race. My question, however,
is directed at both sides. Why
love or hate the man because
of the color of his skin? Maybe
even take it a step further and
get past the issues. Yes, I said
it, get PAST them. Forget his
party, forget his beliefs. Forget
his name even.
Perhaps you should be
more apt to loving or hating
the symbolism in which that
color, that love or that hate,
represents. Ask yourself the
question of “Why?” before
“What?” Define love before you
base it on something. Don’t
hate something because it
opposes what you like. Before
you step in to speak about what
humanity is ready for, is saying
that “we are not ready for a
black president” any different
than people in 1920 coming to a
general consensus that “we are
not ready for women voters?”
Have we not learned anything
from our past? As part of a
future
generation
derived
from that culture, we see the
sovereignty in that progression,
but why are we now blinded to
the opportunities afforded us in
this new type of revolution?
It’s the things we’ve learned
from the time we began school.
Differences make us unique.
Accept this change, if not on a
political level, on a humanistic
level. Even if Barrack Obama
becomes the worst president we
have ever seen, see the barriers
we have broken. Could this
have happened 40, 30, or even
20 years ago? I think not.
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Oklahoma Panhandle State University
Student Health Clinic/Wellness Center

Staff Nurse: Florence Hensley BSN, RN
Urinalysis
$10
Exam
Free
Consult
Free
Flu Shot
$15
OTC Meds
Free
Weight Check
Free
Pregnancy Test
$5
Blood Sugar Check
Free
Diet Consult
Free
TB Tests
$10
Antibiotics
Ask Nurse
Immunizations
Ask Nurse
Planned Parenthood
Consult
Free
Oral Contraceptives
Ask Nurse
Condoms
Free

Commercials...

Cont. From Pg 10

commercial played on the poor economic conditions while at the same time
keeping everyone laughing. Who wouldn’t want to have Bud Light at office
meetings? The co-worker suggesting its removal certainly deserved a swift
toss out the high rise building—who wants to cut back on the things they
enjoy?
Bud Light’s other commercial worthy of the good list showed the
difference in “drinkability” by comparing the smooth, graceful snow-skier
who “goes down easy” with the dude crashing into trees and busting into
wooden picnic tables. That’s fun, good time beer drinking stuff, unlike the
Clydesdale horses.
The Clydesdale horses have run their course. Come on, this year the
Clydesdale is fetching tree branches and chasing after his long lost love who
has been forced into the joining the circus. The final straw comes when we
hear the long, miserable story of Jake the Clydesdale’s family immigration
to America. Do any of these sad stories really put anyone in a beer drinking
mood? They just put me to sleep.
Chip Categor y
This category places Doritos against Cheetos and again, provides a clear
and decisive winner: Doritos.
To me this one was easy--the guy eating Doritos lives a happy live—
granted, he gets hit by a truck in the end, but hey, it was fun while it lasted.
Eating Doritos gave him the power to remove women’s clothing, blow up the
ATM and evade a police officer. Wow, Doritos must be amazing.
Cheetos however, sends the exact opposite message. Cheetos must
be disgusting, after all, the girl eating them would rather give her chips to
the pigeons so they’ll attack her annoying neighbor. Maybe if she had been
eating Doritos she wouldn’t be in such a miserable predicament.
Automotive Product Categor y
This category obviously has a great opportunity to play towards a target
audience, after all, it’s the Super Bowl we’re talking about. Competitors
included Bridgestone Tires and Castrol Motor Oil.
Bridgestone rolled over Castrol with two great commercials that appeal
to men perfectly. Every man must sympathize with Mr. Potato Head when
his wife will not stop talking. Too bad not everyone comes equipped with
removable mouths.
Bridgestone’s other great commercial used hip-hopping astronauts.

Business Card
Quarter Page
Half Page
Full Page

Advertising Rates
for the Collegian

$50
$75
$125
$150

Each OPSU department is allowed one business card sized advertisement
(3.5w x 2h) or classified advertisement free of charge. Larger than
business card size or additional advertisements will be charged half the
normal rates above.
Purchase three weeks of ads and receive a free advertisement of the same size.
Classifieds!
Old books? Fridges? Microwaves? Pencils?
Classified rates are ten cents a word.
Call or E-mail for quote.

ATTENTION
SENIORS!
The 2009 Senior Class of Oklahoma
Panhandle State University will have class
meetings on the following dates and times
in the Hughes-Strong Auditorium:

Thursday, Februar y 5
12:15pm
During
these
meetings,
decisions will be made concerning
the 2009 commencement exercises.
By attending these meetings,
you can have a voice in and keep
abreast of your commencement’s
preparations. The 2009 graduation
marks the 100th year of OPSU and
will be an important event in the
Centennial celebration.
It is difficult to find a meeting
time that accommodates all
seniors’ schedules; therefore,
meetings have been scheduled
at various times throughout the
fall semester. No senior class
meetings are scheduled for the
spring 2009 semester. If you have
questions, please contact Sara Jane
Richter or Tito Aznar

Their party is ruined when they discover the wheels have been stolen from their
space lander. I’m not sure how either one of these commercials makes anyone
want to buy tires, but they both were positively memorable and I loved them.
Castrol Oil’s commercial was also
highly memorable, but absolutely horrible.
For some reason a man who purchases
Castrol oil is rewarded with an oil filter
crown and a crew of chimpanzees. For
some reason, this makes him a king. His
official king status is then rewarded with a
big, mushy chimpanzee kiss. Yuck! I think
I would much rather be a Potato Head, but
maybe that’s just me.
If you missed any of this year’s Super
Bowl commercials, check out http://www.
hulu.com/superbowl.

