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Rodeo Auction
raises over
$10,000

Article courtesy of Laura Hays

Over 200 people flocked to the Pickle Creek Event
Center Saturday night and helped the Oklahoma
Panhandle State University
Rodeo team raise over
$10,000. Prior to the auction
action, Kim Peterson and
staff of Hunny’s Barbecue
laid out a buffet that
featured
smoked
meat
favorites including spare
ribs and all of the trimmings.
Rodeo Coach Craig Latham
announced the 2008 Top
Hand Sponsor, individuals
or businesses that have
been instrumental during
the past year for supporting
OPSU rodeo. Honors this
year went to Guymon
Convention and Tourism
and Vicki Ayres-McCune
accepted the award on their
behalf. The group supports
many OPSU rodeo activities
such as the weekly jackpots
Shancee Howell, Whitney Harding, Kendell Fawcett, and Hannah Harrington
and the rodeo schools.
graciously collect the evening’s winning bids.
-Hector Cobos photo
Clay Meyers of Texhoma
Livestock donated his professional auctioneer services the team of Ryan Bestol and Seth Schafer also brought
and got top dollar for the variety of items that team $350.
members had donated. One of the highlights of the
Latham would like to thank all of those who
auction items every year is the handcrafted furniture attended and donated or purchased items. He gives
piece created by Paul Latham, Craig’s father. This special thanks to Whitney Harding, a team member
year’s signature piece, a gun cabinet, brought $1,200 who helped organize and set up the auction as well as
and another top seller was the five day deer and elk Kim Peterson, the Pioneer Days Rodeo Committee for
combo hunt near Craig, Colo. that raised $1,000. providing drinks, and Ken Stonecipher and his band
Other handmade items such as an OPSU afghan hand- for holding the dance afterwards.
knitted by Whitney Harding’s elderly grandmother
Money raised at the auction benefits in the
and a willow chair made by Tyrel Larsen’s mother also team in a variety of ways. It funds scholarships and
boosted the team’s funds.
travel expenses as well as the costs associated with
Pairs or groups of three rodeo team members purchasing and maintaining practice stock and
each agreed to donate four hours of work for the continued improvements at the Doc Gardner Memorial
winning bidder. The pair of Jase Clark and Wade Crum Arena.
proved to be the most costly, bringing in $425. Sisters
The 7 rodeo spring season begins February 20 at
Chancy and Hannah Harrington were worth $350, and t h e
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Cupid Strikes the Collegian
-Welcome to ourValentine’s Day Extravaganza.

.

Not So Perfect
The Michael
Phelps controversy continues to build
following his
three month
suspension.
Our take on
page 4.

1752 - Pennsylvania
Hospital, the first
hospital in the United
States, opens
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with the ban and began to marry couples in secret places.
Makes you all warm and fuzzy inside, right? Anyway,
Claudius eventually caught on to Valentine’s secret matchor all of you females and select males out there makings and had him arrested under penalty of death.
who actually care somewhat about February 14, you
While in prison, legend has it, the young couples whom
may want to know how a holiday such as Valentine’s Day Valentine had married would come visit him in his jail cell,
began. After all, if you’re going to emphasize a holiday by and they would slide him flowers and notes through the
going out and spending money on a person, you might bars to show their gratitude. It is also said that St. Valentine,
as well know how it originated. Take Christmas for an still in prison, fell in love with his jailor’s daughter. How’s
example. Everyone knows why Christmas is celebrated; that for an awkward first date?
sadly, however, it is losing the very meaning behind it.
On February 14, the day of his execution, legend says
Valentine’s Day is not on the same level as Christmas by that the priest handed his love a note in which he had
any means, but people should
signed at the bottom, “from your
still be aware of its meaning.
Valentine.” However, Hollywood
It started with a Roman
wasn’t around back then and
priest, St. Valentine, who
there was no daring escape to
lived in the third century
which he and his lover rode off
during the reign of a rather
into the sunset. He was executed
ruthless King, Claudius II.
that day and sealed what has now
This king was not popular
become Valentine’s Day. Further
among the people due to his
more, whenever you send a
warmonger-like monarchy.
card to your admirer which has
Claudius
required
his
the phrase, “Be my Valentine,”
soldiers to be away from
what you’re really asking is for
their families for long
that person to be your old dead
periods of time, making the
priest. Just a thought.
men restless and homesick.
So there you have it.
He felt the families of the
In the spirit of the occasion, I
soldiers made his men weak
will now leave you with a short
and soft-hearted. Claudius
poem that should help all of
didn’t want soft warriors;
you bachelors secure a date,
so, to fix his problem, he
guaranteed.
instituted a ban which made
Roses are red,
marriage illegal. He figured
violets are blue,
taking away marriage would
I’m a schizophrenic,
also put an end to love.
and so am I.
Buried 6,000 Years ago, the power of
A priest by the name of St.
love remains strong.
Valentine, however, disagreed
Good Day.

‘Till Death
Do Us Part
Special by Jordan Flanagan
F

Auction Cont. From Page 1

Kansas State University rodeo in Manhattan. In the
Central Plains Region of the National Intercollegiate Rodeo
Association
(NIRA),
the OPSU
m e n ’ s
team holds
first place
and
the
women are
in second
place. OPSU
boasts
at
least one

member in the top 5 spots in bareback, steer wrestling,
team roping, barrel racing, and goat tying; in fact, four of
the top five saddle bronc slots currently belong
to OPSU. The annual Doc Gardner Memorial
is set for April 2-4, and team members hope
you will support your hometown college
rodeo and encourage them all the way to the
College National Finals in Casper in June.

These cowboys look on from the auctioning
block as they await to discover just whom it
is they’ll owe four hours of their services.

Psychology Club Quote of the Week
“Just Dance” -Lady Ga Ga

Febuary 12th - Psy. club members will be handing out Valentine
cards and candy around campus

W e d n e s d ay,
February 11
OSSAA Instrumental & Ens
Hugh-Strong Aud.
8:00AM

Wednesday,
February 11
Men’s Golf
(Laredo, Texas)
Women’s 5:30PM/Men’s 7:30PM

Thursday,
February 12
Basketball- OPSU vs. St. Mary’s
University (San Antonio, TX)
Women’s 5:30PM/Men’s 7:30PM

Friday, February
13
Baseball-OPSU vs. Texas A&M
International
(Laredo, TX)
12:00PM

Saturday,
February 14
Basketball-OPSU vs. St. Edwards
University
(Austin, TX)
Women’s 5:30PM/Men’s 7:30PM

Saturday,
February 14
Baseball-OPSU vs. Texas A&M
(Laredo, TX)
11:00AM

Tuesday,
February 17
Coffee Memorial Blood Drive
(SU Ballroom)
11:00AM
Softball-OPSU vs. NW Oklahoma
State
(Goodwell, OK)
1:00PM
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Guantanamo Bay Closes
Stephen Skacall

A History of The
History
Randi Jones

In February, we take time to celebrate

Black History Month. This holiday has
been celebrated every year since 1926
when it was originally known as “Negro
History Week.” However, when the holiday
originated, the history of blacks had barely
begun to be studied or recorded. We owe
the study of black history as well as the
holiday to Dr. Carter G. Woodson.
Woodson, born to former slave parents,
spent his days working in Kentucky gold
mines. He did not enroll in high school
until the age of twenty. Upon graduation,
Woodson went to Harvard where he earned
a Ph.D. Woodson, appalled that hardly
any of his textbooks mentioned the black
population, made it his task to write blacks
into America’s history.
Woodson developed the Association
for the Study of Negro Life and History,
later known as the Association for the
Study of Afro-American Life and History,
in 1915. He later established the Journal
of Negro History and, in 1926, launched
Negro History Week in an effort to bring
national attention to the contributions of
black people throughout American history.
		
The second week in February was

initially chosen because it recognized the
birthdays of both Frederick Douglass
(once a slave himself) and Abraham
Lincoln, men who influenced American
blacks. The month of February is loaded
with significant events of black history.
February 23, 1868: W. E. B. DuBois,
important civil rights leader and cofounder of the NAACP, was born.
February 3, 1870: The 15th Amendment
was passed, granting blacks the right to
vote.
February 25, 1870: The first black
U.S. senator, Hiram R. Revels (18221901), took his oath of office.
February 12, 1909: The National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) was founded
by a group of concerned black and white
citizens in New York City.
February 1, 1960: In what would
become a civil-rights movement
milestone, a group of black Greensboro,
N.C., college students began a sit-in at a
segregated Woolworth's lunch counter.
February 21, 1965: Malcolm X, the
militant leader who promoted Black
Nationalism, was shot to death by three
Black Muslims.
Information for this article taken from
www.nps.gov.
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One of President Obama’s campaign promises, the closing of
our militar y detention facility at Guantanamo Bay, has become a
reality. Recently, President Obama issued an executive order which
requires the facility to be closed within one year. The order also bans
most forms of torture by US militar y personnel and the CIA. Senators
Jim Inhofe (R) of Oklahoma and Jim DeMint (R) of South Carolina,
along with Representative Peter Hoekstra (R) of Michigan, are
mounting serious
opposition
to
Obama’s decision
to close what many
consider to be
America’s last line
of defense against
terrorism.
"We cannot risk
going back to the
politically correct
national
security
policies that left us
vulnerable in the
lead-up to 9/11,"
said Representative
Hoekstra.
Hoekstra is a
leading Republican
in the House of
Representatives
and ser ves on the
House Intelligence
C o m m i t t e e .
Hoekstra,
this
month, sent the
President a five
step plan for how
congressional
leaders can work

The Collegian
Published by Oklahoma Panhandle State
University, P.O. Box 430, Goodwell, OK
73939. The Collegian is distributed on campus
of OPSU ever y Wednesday during the fall and
spring semester with the exceptions of major
holidays, finals, and breaks. All opinions
expressed in editorials are that of the writer and
not necessarily the opinion of the university.

Cont. Page 12

Letter to the Editor Policy
Do you have an opinion or comment
about something on campus?
Is
there something we should know or
an issue to be addressed? Write your
letter to the editor, e-mail it, or bring it
by Muller Hall. Letters must include
writer’s name, signature, and phone
number. Telephone numbers will not
be printed. The editor reser ves the
right to edit letters for length, lielous
statements, and personal attacks.
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Phelps’ Image
Takes a Hit
Rachael Beck

So the test results are in. The
human fish has tested positive for...
humanity? Yes, the rumors are true.
Michael Phelps, eight time Olympic
gold medal swimmer in 2008, has lived
“below the influence” and made soccer
moms worldwide question his morals
and judgement with the infamous
“hit seen ‘round the world.” Okay,
so the man has dolphin-like powers,
and every fishlike quality minus the
gills, but he also has exhibited the
very humanlike trait of imperfection-making mistakes; the only difference
is the whole world is watching.
But athletes smoking pot?
Suprisingly, or maybe not so much,
this phenomenon is not all that
unfamiliar to the sports world. As a
matter of fact, it’s not that unfamiliar
to...well any world. In fact, marijuana
loves the spotlight. This time smiling
for Michael Phelps from a picture
taken by a cell phone at a party at the
University of South Carolina which
was later released to a British tabloid.
From athletes to musicians, actors,
politicians, and even your third grade
teacher, it seems as though the same
regretful apology always surfaces
following the release of a smoked out
picture, or possession arrest. How

could anyone forget the famous “I didn’t
inhale” line from Bill Clinton in 1992, or
the fact that Al Gore admitted to lighting
up on several different occasions in the
‘70s while working for The Nashville
Tennessean. Regardless of their affair
with Mary (Monica wasn‘t the only one
clocking extra-curriculars in the Oval
Office), the two were still elected to
the most powerful office in the United
States.
Images are tarnished and careers
ended as the evil herb continues ‘ruining
lives.’ Some rejoice in pictures like these,
but oftentimes the people in power are
the ones who hold perspectives at the

What Would You Do?
How should an athlete’s behavior off the field reflect on
their accomplishments on the field? Automatic role models
or just plain athletes?
“If you’re
not doing
something that
represents the
US, your actions
should not
reflect.”
Stephen Colvin
Men’s
Basketball

“He’s a normal
person. He’s 24 yrs
old, and he didn’t
sign up to be a role
model.”
Krisha Roach
Volleyball

“He worked hard to get where he is.
Even though it’s setting a bad example,
they should let him off unless it
happens again”
Leon King
Football

Cont. Page 6

Aggie Baseball vs.
SWOSU Andres Belandria

Andy Klaus capped a big six run inning for the Aggies with a two
RBI double, supporting a good pitching performance by Robby Yaussy as
the OPSU Baseball team won their season opener against Southwestern
Oklahoma State on Sunday, February 1.
The Aggies came prepared to win this game and from the bottom of the
first inning they put a one spot on the scoreboard. The Bulldogs responded
in the top half of the following inning to tie the score and later added 5 in the
top of the fourth. The Aggies, however, were not to let this one slip from their
hands. They quickly loaded the bases with no outs. The next two hitters could
not bring any runners home, though the lower part of the lineup responded to
the challenge and kept the inning alive. This gave LF Andy Klaus the chance
to come to the plate and hit a double, driving in two runs and giving OPSU the
lead once again.

Starter LHP Robbey Yaussy
pitched 5.1 solid innings, pulled out
of the game only after submitting
a homerun ball to the Bulldog’s
catcher. RHP Kyle Minor (W, 1-0)
came in relief and picked up the
two outs to close out the top of the
sixth.
In the bottom part of the inning,
The Aggies set what turned out to be
the final score. SS Luke Korum hit
a two-out double, followed by a RBI
single by Brandon Hill. LHP Garret
Miller (S, 1) nabbed the save, getting
the final two outs of the game. The
final score: SWOSU 7 Aggies 8.
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St. Mary’s Defeats Aggies 86-59

2009-02-01 by Scott Puryear of OPSU Sports Goodwell, Okla.
A solid men’s basketball team representing St. Mary’s University was here on Saturday
to go against the Oklahoma Panhandle State Aggies. St. Mary’s got the win, 86-59.
In the early going, a three point play by OPSU’s Kevin Geofroy put the score at 14-12 (in
favor of St. Mary’s) with thirteen minutes left before halftime. However, some strong play at
both ends by the tall St. Mary’s squad saw them take a 28-14 lead with 7:50 on the clock.
6’11 Luiz Moriera, 6’9 Ronald Tata, and 6’6 Nick Morey of St. Mary’s were especially
tough inside and at the half, St. Mary’s led 48-27.
In the second half, the Aggies tried valiantly to get back into things but with 13:15 left
in the game, the St. Mary’s advantage stood at 57-39. At the final buzzer, St. Mary’s finished
on top 86-59, raising their season record to 10-9 (5-3 in the Heartland Conference).
Morey’s “double-double” of 18 points and 11 rebounds led St. Mary’s.
Isaiah Warren was the high scorer for the Aggies with 11, Aaron Jackson dropped in ten
and Geofroy scored nine. Adrian Lay was the top OPSU rebounder with four.
The Aggies (now 1-7 in the league and 4-15 on the season) will see their next action on
Thursday night in Odessa against the University of Texas-Permian Basin.

UT-Permian Basin Tops Aggies 65-49

2009-02-06 by By Scott Puryear of OPSU Sports Goodwell, Okla.

The Oklahoma Panhandle State men’s basketball team was in Odessa on Thursday
night and lost a 65-49 contest to the University of Texas-Permian Basin. The teams are
Heartland Conference rivals.
It was close during most of the first half, and UT-PB held a nine point (35-26) advantage
over the Aggies at the halftime break. Cold shooting (29%) in the second half plus just six
trips to the foul line (resulting in only three points for the game) were major factors in the
OPSU defeat.
Post game, OPSU coach Jerry Olson indicated his disappointment with his team’s
shooting and blocking out.
Aaron Jackson’s 11 was the high point total for the Aggies, while teammates Russell
Lewis and LaWilton Joseph scored nine and eight respectively. Joseph and Kevin Geofroy
each pulled down five rebounds.

Isaiah Warren pulls up for a jumper against St. Mary’s

Lady Aggies Fall to UTPermian Basin 67-47

2009-02-06 by Scott Puryear of OPSU Sports Goodwell,
Okla.
The Oklahoma Panhandle State Lady Aggie
basketball team lost to the University of TexasPermian Basin 67-47 in Odessa on Thursday night.
UT-PB held a 35-25 halftime advantage.
Both teams compete in the Heartland Conference.
Lauren Cherr y was the scoring leader for the
Lady Aggies with 11 points, while teammates Halee
Edwards and Nicole Candelaria each dropped in nine
points. Edwards also had four steals.
Cherr y was the high rebounder for OPSU with
seven while Kariz Bioni scored eight points and
pulled down four rebounds.
The Lady Aggies (now 3-18 on the season) will
have a week off before heading to San Antonio to
face St. Mar y’s University (also a conference rival) on
Thursday (2/12).

The Lady Aggies listen in as they fight for a win against UT-PB. Sitting at 3-18, the ladies look to
break into the conference tournament.
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Cupid’s Symphony

(A Valentine’s Day mixtape... of sorts)

Frank Sinatra - “My Funny Valentine”
These United States - “First Sight”
Flight of the Conchords - “If You’re Into It”
Jimi Hendrix - “Little Wing”
Rob Dickinson - “My Name is Love”
Dean Martin - “Ain’t that a Kick in the Head”

Bush - “Alien”

Remy Zero - “Shattered”

Citizen Cope - “If There’s Love”

Magnet - “Lay Lady Lay”
Evan Voytas - “Never My Love”
John Legend - “PDA”
Eels - “Fresh Feeling”

		

Etta James - “At Last”

Phelps Cont. From Page 4
For the Week of February 13
Confessions of a
shopaholic

PG
Isla Fisher (“Wedding Crashers” )
From the director of “My Best Friend’s Wedding”

Friday the 13th

R
Derek Mears, Danielle Panabaker
Jason’s back and showing no mercy!

The International

R
Clive Owen, Naomi Watts
Bringing justice may cost you your life!

Two Lovers

NY/LA
Jaoquin Phoenix, Gwyneth Paltrow, Vinessa Shaw
Aranged marriages can be complicated!

IMAX ‘under the sea’
G
Isolated and exotic locations are explored
through a 3D look

opposite end of the spectrum.
In the case of Michael Phelps, will the hit of a bong be the belly
flop to his swimming career? On the outside, perhaps. Dropped
from sponsorship for “not [being] constant with the image of
Kellogg,” and “x”d out of the career day role model presentations
for ten-year-olds, would the very presence of marijuana in his
bloodstream truly inhibit this merman’s ability in the pool? Would
it lead him to a life of bouncing in and out of Celebrity Rehab with
Dr. Drew with track marks on his forearms, or would he be just like
the 90 million Americans you see everyday that have lit up at least
one time in their lives?
In “No Limits,” an autobiography, the 24-year-old gives a
personal regimine for extensive workouts where he explains how
he went five years without a single day off. Five years ago is just
about the time that he was charged with a DUI. Phelps is currently
on suspension from USA Swimming. No other sponsors have
backed out, but a few have gone on a temporary hiatus.

Wednesday, February 11, 2009
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Because you’ve seen The Notebook too many times,
February 14th Fourteen Staff Movie Selections
-City Lights (1931)
-Casablanca (1942)
-Lady & the Tramp (1955)
-Breakfast at Tiffany’s (1961)
-The Princess Bride (1987)
-When Harry Met Sally (1989)
-Chungking Express (1994)
-Before Sunrise (1995) & Before Sunset (2004)
-Romeo + Juliet (1996)
-High Fidelity (2000)
-Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind (2004)
-Once (2007)

a
With ight on:
l
spot

*Amelie (2001)

Probably the most joyous, life-affirming film
you’ll ever come across, it’s impossible to not have
a big, stupid grin on your face at some point while
watching this movie. Whether you’re in a happy
relationship or are bitterly single this Valentine’s
Day (or vice versa), this’ll leave you nothing short
of absolutely euphoric.

*Wings of Desire (1987)
This is the film which inspired that Nic Cage-Meg
Ryan City of Angels a decade ago. The similarities are
sparse, however. Wings of Desire’s every moment
is deeply emotive, lost in immersive thought; it
encompasses love, life, and humanity--everything.
Achingly rich and beautiful filmmaking here. Great
choice if you’re wanting a moody, cerebral piece.

OPSU HISTORY CLUB PRESENTS:
CLASSIC COMEDY NIGHT

WH E N : T H U R S D A Y F E B R U A R Y 1 2 , 2 0 0 9
WHERE: OPSU HAMILTON HALL 139
TIME: 7:30 PM
MOVIES WILL INCLUDE:
CADDYSHACK
FOLLOWED BY:
ANIMAL HOUSE.
HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL THERE!!!!!!!!
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Come join us for the
OPSU International Festival!
The celebration begins
on February 23, 2009 at 6pm in the Student Union
Ballroom

Dasha Guymon

Cost is $5 per person!
Call 580-349-1314 for tickets or email
international@opsu.edu or come by SL 216.

“I would just go with
the flow as long as it’s
following my Christian
Beliefs.”

Come try foods from different countries and experience
other cultures!

Krista Gum
“I can’t think of
anything I would do
for love.”
Hafeez Olayemi
“Anything logical”

-Catfish have 100,000 taste buds.

Pamela Nwachukwu

-Dragonflies are one of the fastest insects,
flying 50 to 60 mph.

“I guess I’d just go
home.”
Jerry Shannon

“I would do anything
for love, but I won’t do
that.”
Katie Jolly

-It takes 3,000 cows to supply the NFL
with enough leather for a year’s supply of
footballs.
-Health regulators estimated that up to 93
percent of silicone breast implants ruptured
within 10 years.
-Thirty-five percent of the people who use
personal ads for dating are already married.
-The world’s termites outweigh the world’s
humans 10 to 1.
-45% of every dollar bill you have ever owned
has been in a stripper’s G-string
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Never Say
Randi Jones
Never
(Eric Loya)

In my first article for The Collegian,
I shared with readers the experiences
from my life that I repeatedly said I
would never do. In an effort to support
the words my father regularly told me,
I have made it my mission to share
some “Never say never” stories with
our readers. If you would like to share
your stor y with me, please email me at
randirjones@gmail.com. I look forward
to hearing from you.
At first glance, Eric Loya appears to
be a typical college student. The college
student’s free-spirited attitude seems
to contaminate the people around him
with laughter. A fellow student might
think that Eric has not come ver y far
in life; after all, he spent most of his
life growing up in Guymon, Oklahoma.
However, upon hearing Eric’s stor y, it
becomes apparent that Eric, far from
typical, has been on a tremendous
journey.
In high school, Eric never thought
he would pursue a college degree; he
was heading down a different path.
Eric spent most of his four years of
high school making poor decisions that
led to colossal mistakes. The troubled
boy started drinking and using drugs.
It did not take long before he started
participating in criminal activity.

Throughout his four high school
years, Eric was arrested 11 times
for fighting, vandalism, public
intoxication, and burglar y. Eric
is sure he probably would not
have graduated if it was not for
his extreme love of sports. Sports
provided him with a sense of
stability, and his desire to compete
helped him
Five days after receiving
his high school diploma, the
new graduate found himself in
handcuffs once again. However,
this arrest was drastically different
because Eric would have to face
a felony charge of burglar y. The
sentence changed his life. He
spent six years in prison dealing
with the poor choices that had led
him to this point. As a prisoner,
he found motivation upon hearing
the quote Albert Einstein once
stated: “The definition of insanity
is doing the same thing over and over
and expecting different results.” He
realized he had to change the way
he was living, and he had to do it
immediately. This realization, along
with the judge’s generous offer to
drop his felony record if he stayed out
of trouble, helped Eric turn his life
around.
Upon his release, the newly freed
man received a job at Seaboard where
he worked diligently in an effort to
save money. He developed a great
appreciation for his new ability to take
care of himself. Realizing he wanted

to be able to help others, he felt inclined to assist others
through illness and injur y as a nurse practitioner.
This led Eric to OPSU where he is now thriving.
Eric—a second semester freshmen—enjoys his college
lifestyle. While he enjoys living and taking care of himself,
he realizes the importance of surrounding himself with
good people. He enjoys actively participating in HALO
and Student Senate. He loves playing the drums and
even won 1st place for his drum solo in the Homecoming
Talent Show. Eric’s proudest accomplishments, however,
are his 3.8 GPA and his ability to remain drug free for
over one year and eight months.
Eric Loya loves his life at OPSU and his stor y just
goes to proves that one should never say never.

More
Than a Face Sarah Sweatt....
Sarah Sweatt

Allow Myself to Introduce....Well...Myself

Some people call me Sarah; in fact, everyone calls me Sarah due to the fact that
my name is Sarah Sweatt. I came from the chilly depths of Antarctica. I wrangled a
polar bear and climbed upon its husky back then forced it across the slippery slopes
for the lone reason of bringing you, the curious students of OPSU, deep journalistic
insight. Not really, the fact is I’m just a small town girl from the Texas Panhandle
town of Shamrock that has the privilege of serving you, the reader, this semester on
The Collegian. Although I may not be an international student or even from a distant
region of the U.S., you may possibly be wondering how I ended up in this lovely
place known as the Oklahoma Panhandle.
To be quite frank, I had no idea that OPSU held a small existence in the vastness
of our planet until last May. After being enlightened on all things OPSU, I realized
that this was the place for me due to its quaint size, friendly people, stellar English
program, and a little thing known as basketball. So, evidently, I am an English major
and an athlete, but I don’t plan to ever intertwine the two. I hope to one day become a
writer for a large newspaper, not even a sports writer, even though I may be classified
as one of the most competitive people you shall ever know.
Journalism has definitely served as the flotation for my canoe for quite some

time and will continue to mainly
because we are saturated within it day
by day. We experience events minuteby-minute and are informed by the
means of our television, radios, and
newspapers which leads to the true
importance of this college newspaper.
I hope to present straightforward news
and intriguing opinions throughout my
stay at The Collegian. I genuinely hope to
write the substance that will entice you
to read more. If you have any questions,
comments, or ideas, do not hesitate to
email me at SarahSweatt_08@hotmail.
com.
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“When a relationship goes
“If love is the an
swer, could
flat, so does a couple of sets
you rephrase th
e question.”
of car tires.”
-- Lily Tomlin
-Anonymous
Valentine’s Day equals an excessive amount of spending on
grotesque amounts of candy, hearts, and cheesy cards. In 2008 alone,
an estimated 17 billion was spent upon these somewhat unnecessary
an
tokens of love. However, the roots of this repulsively commercialized
like h the
s
i
day represent much more profound matters than mere money and
ve
wit
s
"Lo lass, up a "
g
infatuation; the basis of the celebration of February 14th involves
g
s.
r
in
hou rt fill mptie
“The only
fascinating history, gallant martyrs, and true affection.
hea rain e s
time a
b Jule
Once upon a time in the grand region of Rome, the militantthe
woman
minded Emperor Claudius II set a decree ordering all the young men of
really
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What’s Hot....Heroes
or Hearts?
Sarah Sweatt

in Venezuela) I have
I Love
You...Valentine’s
Andres Belandria
talked with my female friends
Especially about Valentine’s, and most of
them say it would not matter if a
guy does not do anything special
Today

It’s soon Valentine’s Day, or
should I say, ‘the day that a guy
should make a girl feel extra
special because someone else tells
him to’ day. I don’t really think
anything about Valentine’s Day.
Personally, I have never done
anything that I would not do any
other day of the year.
I can say that some of my
friends do worry about this;
planning a “romantic” day to
make her feel special. In the
four years I have been in the
US (by the way, we don’t have

on that exact day; especially girls
in college, they know that it is
hard with classes and that most
of the guys are short on money.
They just want to be treated right
all the time. They do also say that
they would appreciate the effort.
From my perspective, a guy
should take care of his girl 24/7,
365. Maybe it is just a Latino
thing. As experience has taught
me, making her feel special; or
better said, letting her know that
she is special to you, is all they
want. It’s that easy guys. T.Q.P.
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Aries (Mar 20-April 19):

You will have to fight the urge and
tendency to do too much for the one you
love. Trying too hard to please others
will cause a real crisis. An inexplicable
attraction to someone other than your
current love interest has you lost in
space. Have you just been kidding
yourself that all is well on the home
front? You'll teeter-totter between the
old and the new love and from thrill to
drill. That's love for you!

Cancer (June 22-Jul 22):

Taurus (Apr 20-May 20):

You could have opted for a less intense
lover in order to focus on more important
things like career and work. You
probably have been toying with the idea
of working on love and giving and doing
more for your partner. Soon you'll put
those thoughts
into
action!
Single
Bulls
could
find
a
working
partnership
with their
lover or a
lover
at
work!

Your ability to hang on through thick
and thin hasn't been appreciated enough.
With heart in hand you may just decide
that the cold hard world is actually a
better place to get appreciated and loved.
While those closest to you have taken L eo
advantage and hardened that sweet heart ( J uly
of yours, the world sings your praises 2 3 and beckons you to play a bigger role!
A ug
For those of you still intent on love, an
older and wiser person takes you by the 23):
N
o
hand and offers opportunities.
doubt
Libra (Sept.22-Oct 22):
there have been some
It's just normal that you don't like exciting intrigues that stand out in
to be alone. You find it easier to do
your memory and
everything as a couple. You may not Virgo (Aug the memories of
feel you have what you want yet or have 23-Sept 22): all innocent parties!
achieved what you should have. This is There's nothing Hold your heart in
probably the closest you have been to you can't or won't your arms. Take
feeling alone or actually being alone. A do for love, and your suspicions and
serious commitment that you are ready no problem too burn them. You are
to work at and put time into is holding big that you can't liberated and the
an extended hand of help to you; grab it solve. However, next time Neptune
and hang on to it!
sweet
your relationship whispers
problems
are nothings in your
magnified! Even you wonder if it's time to hold'em or to year, they are for
real.
fold'em. You are vulnerable to an intense flirtation that
comes unexpectedly
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Gemini (May 21-June
21):

Things can begin to get back
to, well...normal. You have been
through every worst case scenario
in love, every relationship from hell
and attracted the devil incarnate and
survived. You can relax! Still, your
appetite for romance won't
be quenched
exactly
t h e
w a y
you have
a lw ay s
hoped
for.
A
m o r e
serious
love
interest
emerges.
Love
and
responsibility,
is that a new
concept? That
nerd you are
about to meet
has a lot to offer.

Capricorn(Dec.21-Jan.
19):

You instinctively attract power and
sexy types. You have that special
something and all of a sudden out
of the blue you are getting noticed
and recognized. A hot love affair
could have you thinking that it's the
other person who's bringing all the
passion to the table, Nope it's you.
You smolder sex appeal and it's even
more appealing to others when you
ignore them and hide yourself away!
Love comes too, but you may decide
that you are having too much fun to
commit to anyone too soon!

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov21):

Your relationships and love affairs
have two speeds: fast and faster! You
have probably been attracted to all
kinds of people, and yet you probably
compare them all to an ex that you
haven't really gotten over. You have
not taken risks with love when you
should have and took risks with love
when you shouldn't have. You'll share
everything including your home with
someone unexpected.

Sagittarius(Nov
Dec 20):
Perhaps you were treated poorly or
Pisces (Feb. 19-Mar. 20):

perhaps you weren't, I'm not Judge
Judy! The good news is that tuning
out of relationships and turning
off your emotions has caused you
to take a more serious look at, what
else? Getting ahead in life. A more
successful person, perhaps older,
lends more than just a hand to help!

22-

You are ready to bond and trust again.
Once again, it doesn't seem like you've
got the timing right. You love the
brainy types! You just may get what
you’re looking for: someone who can
meet you word for word, thought for
thought, and idea for idea. The only
problem is hooking up as there could
be quite a distance between you!

Wednesday, February 11, 2009
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HELP WANTED
The Oklahoma City U.S. Census Bureau office is in the process of hiring thousands of
temporary workers to help gather information for the state of Oklahoma for the 2010
Census.

Mr.
Irresistible!

Evening Wear
Swim Wear
Talent
Question
Date: Tues. Feb 24th 2009
Place: In the Auditorium
Time: 7 P.M.

Prizes are:
1st place - $100.00
2nd Place - $75.00
3rd Place - $50.00
Surprise - Mr Congeniality
Sign up in The Noble Center with
Amber Fesmire

This is a great opportunity for retirees, students, and anyone who is between jobs or
needs part-time work. Interested applicants must be 18 years or older, have a valid Social Security number and be available to work 20-40 hours per week. Applicants will
take a general competency test and undergo a security check. The salary is $10 and up
per hour depending on position and location.
Call 405-254-9140 or 1-866-861-2010 to schedule an appointment in order to
be tested. For additional information, please visit the Census Bureau web site at
www.2010Censusjobs.gov

Oklahoma Panhandle State University
Student Health Clinic/Wellness Center

Staff Nurse: Florence Hensley BSN, RN
$10
Urinalysis
F
ree
Exam
F
ree
Consult
$15
Flu Shot
F
ree
OTC Meds
F
ree
Weight Check
$5
Pregnancy Test
Free
Blood Sugar Check
Free
Diet Consult
$10
TB Tests
Ask Nurse
Antibiotics
A
sk Nurse
Immunizations
Planned Parenthood
Free
Consult
A
sk
N
urse
Oral Contraceptives
Free
Condoms

Closes Cont. From Page 3
together in a more bipartisan way to ensure that America’s national
security remains intact. “We need leadership, not partisanship.
Once partisan bickering begins, progress against the hard problems
confronting our nation will stop, leaving our nation less secure,”
said Hoekstra as part of his point number four.
Senator Inhofe made a statement that "detainees housed at
Guantanamo should not be released into American society, nor
should they be transferred stateside into facilities in American
communities and neighborhoods." Many Americans are taking a
‘NIMBY’ stance (“Not in my backyard”) when it comes to detaining
terrorists. No one wants to have a prison full of terrorists in their
city. In fact, it can be expected that many state governments will
resist any efforts by the Obama administration to move terrorists
into their jurisdiction as this would be seen as an unnecessar y risk
to the civilian population.
"Transferring detainees from Guantanamo Bay to U.S. soil will
endanger American lives. And if the new administration tries to move
these known terrorists to South Carolina, they should be ready for a

fight,” said Senator DeMint, often cited as one of the most consistently
conser vative members of Congress. DeMint has joined Senator Inhofe
in sponsoring the Guantanamo Bay Detention Facility Safe Closure Act.
While the act would not prevent President Obama from closing the
facility, it would prevent the use of any federal funds to transfer prisoners
from Guantanamo Bay to a facility in the US. According to DeMint, “it
is dangerous to bring these terrorists onto U.S. soil and make targets
out of our own communities. Guantanamo Bay may cause the Obama
Administration heartburn, but shutting it down puts American lives in
danger.”
Despite the fierce criticism from congressional Republicans,
President Obama is standing by his executive order, saying that America
does not have "to continue with a false choice between our safety and
our ideals…this is me following through ... on an understanding that
dates back to our founding fathers, that we are willing to obser ve core
standards of conduct not just when it's easy but also when it's hard.”

