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Notes from Abroad with J.B. Test

Randi Jones

I can settle into a routine now and
experience this wonderful thing that
has been presented to me on a gold
platter.
Cardiff Day 17, Trip Day 29
Monday, February 02, 2009
I do need to mention the snow.
Evidently, the U.K. doesn’t receive
much snow because four inches fell
overnight and London absolutely
stopped operating. It’s being called
the worst snow storm in 18 years. I
think it’s hilarious.

J.B. Test, an OPSU senior from Guymon,
is currently living in Europe for three months.
J.B. was selected as a Brad Henr y International
Scholar for the spring of 2009 and is working as
a research intern for the National Assembly of
Wales in Cardiff. The following are excerpts taken
from his online journal over the last month.
Cardiff Day 3, Trip Day 15
January 19, 2009
I started my internship today. I work in David
Melding’s office. He is a member of the Opposition—
that is he belongs to the Conservative Party, who
opposes the party in majority (Labour) and the
Government which is elected out of the party in power.
I have my own desk and computer which I did not
expect, and they had the computer set up and ready
for me when I sat down.
Cardiff Day 10, Trip Day 22
January 26, 2009
At 7:26 (GMT) this morning I had been in the U.K.
for three weeks. I’m one quarter of the way through
my time here. Last week I felt depressed thinking
that I was only a quarter of the way from going home.
Today, however, it feels astonishing to think that I’m
already that far into the program. I’m really enjoying
my time here, but I miss home a lot. When I settle into
a rhythm though, the time
will fly by.
With all of those thoughts still in mind this
morning, I walked to work at peace with the situation.

Edinburgh Trip
Tuesday, January 27, 2009
What a weekend! I travelled to
Edinburgh, Scotland.... (pronounced
êd-în-ber-û) Friday on my first-ever train ride. I had no
Internet access, hence, no journal entries. Edinburgh
is Scotlands largest city with a population of 430,000.
Cardiff Day 23 Trip Day 35
February 8, 2009
I don’t think I had mentioned that I am going
to spend the majority of my time in Germany over
my ten-day break. After finding my dad’s old highschool friend, Muck, and my friend, Charlyn, I feel
better knowing that I will have friends nearby. I am
slightly concerned about communication while in
Germany and the Czech Republic, but I will have my
Skype-enabled PSP with me. Hopefully, there will be
wireless Internet available somewhere.
Cardiff Day 25 Trip Day 37
February 10, 2009
Before I moved to the U.K. its culture fascinated
me. I loved watching British TV on BBC America.
I found the British people, their ‘reserve’, and their
sense of humor charming. I felt the same way for
the first two weeks in London, but over the last three
weeks I’ve struggled to cope with being immersed
in it. In these three weeks I’ve been in Cardiff I’ve
discovered the feelings I have for people, places, and
even ideas that are foreign to this place.
I found a brochure for Auld Reekie Tours, which
is named after the city itself (‘Old Reeky’ because the
city used to smell horrible). The led us around the
city streets telling us stories of body-snatchers (people
who stole bodies after burial to sell to anatomy clinics)
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Final Senior Class
Meeting Minutes
Courtesy of Erin Hensley, Senior Class Secretary/Reporter
Every senior will be receiving in the mail the
following enclosures: a letter informing you of
everything that is going on for commencement, an
order form for cap and gowns, and a picture order
form. Fill out the cap and
gown order form and
give to the bookstore
before the indicated
due date. Fill out the
picture order form and
the photographer will be
available for two hours
after graduation to take
group or family photos
in the Student Union
Ballroom these pictures
will cost extra and are
not included with the
one photo taken when
receiving your diploma.
All seniors should
receive this letter from
Dr. Richter by February 13. If you do not receive your
letter by February 20th, please contact Dr. Richter
or Tito Aznar. On the graduation application, please
indicate an address you can be reached during school
and after you graduate. If you need to make changes or
did not give an address for during school please contact
Dr. Richter so your information can be sent correctly.
Graduation rehearsal will be Friday May 15 at 5

What’s
Happening At
OPSU David Šuto
Time for the bi-weekly(ish)
Student Senate update. Freshly
inducted president pro-tempore
Kim Tuttle called the Feb 4 meeting to order soon after I snuck
out of social psychology (around
9:30 p.m. CST). Senate members perused and accepted past
minutes rather dejectedly as roll
call was taken. The treasurer announced a then-current budget
of $19,007.51.

p.m. Commencement is Saturday May 16 at 10 a.m.
Be in line on the day of graduation by 9:30 so you can
receive the centennial medallion. Seniors that are lined
up later than 9:30 will not receive a medallion. No seats
can be reserved; all seating is first
come first serve. Make sure you
and your guests are early enough to
get seats. There will be absolutely
no celebration during graduation
such as air horns, noise makers,
silly string, beach balls, etc.
There will be a Josten’s
website listed in the newsletter
you will receive in the mail and
announcements can be ordered from
this website. Seniors are welcome
to go elsewhere or make their
own announcements but Josten’s
is the only place that will have the
OPSU centennial marking on them.
Class rings are also available from
Josten’s but you can also purchase
them at any jeweler.
Make sure if you lose your newsletter or do not
receive it by February 20th to contact Dr. Richter or
Tito Aznar. Also make sure you give enough time to
get your announcements ordered and sent in time for
graduation. If any senior has questions or concerns feel
free to contact a senior class officer, Dr. Richter or Tito
Aznar.

On to club reports. Crossing
off since-past events: CMENC
will offer a master’s class with a
professional instructor today and
tomorrow. Those affable art club
folk are in the planning stages in
regards to both the Paul Farrell
auction as well as the always jubilant Art Jubilee. Histor y club
anticipates their journey to Albuquerque later this month. Bill
Murray will not be in attendance.
Presumably. To whomever received the hexagonal box of chocolates from Pysch club last week:
you’re welcome. Dorm residents
look forward to their pool party

on March 8; details to come.
Aaaaand proposals. The music department requested and
was granted $600 to help fund
their honor band contest (guest
conductors and such). It gives
local high schools the chance to
explore the university; a solid recruitment tool by all accounts.
Proceeds from the Senate’s
rose sales will flow to the American Government class’ ser vice
learning project (speaking of, see
page 12).
Next on the agenda: the March
24 campus carnival. Most
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Psychology Club Quote of the Week
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Our next meeting will be Feb. 24th at 12:15 p.m. in room 210.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

W e d n e s d ay,
February 18
Music Guest Master Class
-continues through Feb 19-

Thursday,
February 19
Sign Celebration!
(Lobby of Hughes-Strong
Auditorium)
3:00PM

Thursday,
February 19
Basketball - OPSU vs. Newman
University
(Wichita, KS)
Women’s 5:30PM/Men’s 7:30PM

FRIday,
February 20
Welcome Reception for
Exchange Students
(McKee Library Lobby)
9AM - 10AM

FRIday,
February 20
Rodeo - Hosted by Kansas State
University
(Manhattan, KS)
-continues through Feb 21 & 22-

FRIday,
February 20
Baseball - OPSU vs. UT Permian
Basin
(OPSU Baseball Field)
12:00PM

FRIday,
February 20
Softball - OPSU vs. Eastern New
Mexico
(Portales, NM)
1:00PM
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Democrats Threaten
Religious Freedom
Stephen Skacall

JB, a huge fan of the Harry Potter book series, making the pilgrimage to where it all
began.

Notes Cont. From Page 1
and murderers before taking us into their torture device museum. All of the
devices were authentic and had histories of atrocious uses. The museum, which
was only a small room, included a chastity belt, thumb screws, jaw breakers,
etc. It was nasty. After that though, we were led into the underground vaults of
the Southbridge. We were warned to turn off our mobile phones and cameras
because the place tends to cause problems with the devices, but I left my camera
on. They are rooms formed by the construction of building on the sides of
arches under the bridge. The poor lived here because they could be executed
for being homeless out on the street. Such horrible deaths occurred here that
the place is extremely haunted. It is home to the particularly violent Southbridge
Poltergeist. I’ve seen it on Most Haunted Live. The tour guide turned off the
light and screamed to scare us, and then took us through the back door of a pub
for a complimentary drink. I was so tired after the tour I went straight to bed.
If you would like to follow J.B’s blog more closely, check out
http://www.myspace.com/jabetest.

Collegian Staff
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Layout/Staff
Advisor
Photography
Sports/Idea Man
Staff
Staff
Staff/Headlines
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David Šuto
Rachael Madonna Beck
Laura Hays
Hector Cobos
Andres Balandria
Martin Kiruri
Randi Jones
Sarah Sweatt
Dasha Guymon
Stephen Skacall

On Thursday, Februar y 5th,
a vote was held on an amendment to the Obama stimulus
plan which would have removed
a provision aimed at diminishing
religious freedom in the US. A
portion of the stimulus bill states
that any facility receiving federal
funds for construction or renovation will be prohibited from allowing any “sectarian instruction” or
“religious worship.”
This means that if OPSU receives federal money for any type
of improvement or construction
on campus, the Baptist Student
Union and other groups will no
longer be able to use the dorms
as a meeting place for Bible studies or other gatherings. Fellowship of Christian Athletes will not
be allowed to meet on campus.
Public prayer by students may
even be banned as well. This applies to any institution receiving
federal funds, both public and
private.
The amendment was written
and sponsored by Senator Jim
DeMint (R) of South Carolina.
While Republican members of
the Senate gave strong support
to the measure, only four Demo-

The Collegian
Published by Oklahoma Panhandle State
University, P.O. Box 430, Goodwell, OK
73939. The Collegian is distributed on campus
of OPSU ever y Wednesday during the fall and
spring semester with the exceptions of major
holidays, finals, and breaks. All opinions
expressed in editorials are that of the writer and
not necessarily the opinion of the university.

crats and one Independent voted
in support of the amendment.
The amendment failed with a vote
of 43 in favor and 54 against.
“This law has been written to…
intimidate the free speech of traditional freedom loving Americans,” says DeMint.
President
Obama
spoke
this week at the National Prayer
Breakfast in Washington, D.C. In
his speech, Obama said, “Faith
can promote a greater good for
all of us,” yet he made no mention that his party is leading an
effort to remove faith from college campuses and discriminate
against students based on their
religious practices.
Senator DeMint claims that
this portion of the stimulus bill
is unconstitutional, citing a US
Supreme Court decision from
2001. In Good News Club v. Milford Central School, the Supreme
Court ruled that, “restricting religious speech within the context
of public shared-use facilities (or
schools) is unconstitutional.”
The American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) disagrees with
Senator DeMint’s assertion that
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Letter to the Editor Policy
Do you have an opinion or comment
about something on campus?
Is
there something we should know or
an issue to be addressed? Write your
letter to the editor, e-mail it, or bring it
by Muller Hall. Letters must include
writer’s name, signature, and phone
number. Telephone numbers will not
be printed. The editor reser ves the
right to edit letters for length, lielous
statements, and personal attacks.
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Aggie Heft Benefits Hefley

Courtesy of Laura Hays

Goodwell, Okla. — Hefley Hall on
the campus of Oklahoma Panhandle
State University was once simply
called the “Science Building.” Most
science and laboratory classes were
held there, but since the new Science
and Agriculture Building opened on
campus, Hefley Hall is undergoing
some changes to prepare for different
functions.
Recently, over 90 members of the
Aggie football team used their brawn
as part of their off-season training.
About half of the young men helped
move equipment and furnishings out
of Hefley so it can be adapted for other
uses. The second floor of the building
will serve as headquarters for Upward

Bound as well as Hispanic Student
Services. The first floor will be used
for extra classroom space and Interactive Television (ITV) studios. The
other half of the team assisted Physical Plant Director Bob Scott rearrange
furniture and equipment in the Maintenance Building.
Head coach Mike Wyatt said, “We
like to help with these types of projects
two or three times during the spring
semester. It builds team morale and
camaraderie and also fosters pride and
ownership in the University.” The team
will showcase their gridiron skills during the upcoming spring game scheduled for Saturday, April 18 at 4 p.m. at
Carl Wooten Field.

Terrell Owens; Seeing Stars...Or is that just
Hollywood?

Here we go again. Yea, so the guy plays football, but it’s not easy to
forget. With his on and off the field antics, it seems like we do more talking
about T.O’s personal life and his behavior than we do about the numbers
that he puts up on the field.
There’s no mistaking that Owens is a phenomenal football player. Love
him or hate him, he tends to succeed in getting the job done on a pretty
persistent basis. This 6’3” 218lb 35 year old is not shy of the record books.
Not only is he one of the most prolific players the game has ever known, but
he’s not shy of letting the whole world know about it either. Owens lets his
teammates know when he wants the ball while defensive coordinators have
no choice but to game plan around him
Owens began his career with San Francisco in 1996. Playing alongside
the GOAT, Jerry Rice, Owens was lowkey and likable with miles of potential,
a far cry from the problem-plagued diva we read about day after day. As
Owens’ potential turned into very real production, paychecks and fame
soon followed. Goodbye Terrell Owens, hello “T.O.”
With
the
NFL
offseason
headed towards free agency, many
teams have already begun making
significant roster cuts. After the
Cowboys imploded this past season,
the big question is whether or
not Jerry Jones believes Owens’
positive contributions outweigh the
numerous distractions he brings to
the team. If he were to be cut, that’s
the question potential suitors would
have to ask themselves as well.
Steve Young, Jeff Garcia,
Donovan McNabb, and Tony Romo
have had some of their very best
seasons with Owens as a target. But
before long, each quarterback found
Owens to be more of an Achilles’
heel than an unstoppable weapon at
his disposal.
Whether he stays in Dallas or
packs his bags for elsewhere in ’09,
team fans should circle their calendars for a December disappointment.

Aggies Fall to St. Edward’s, 81-60
Goodwell, Okla. — The Aggies of Oklahoma
Panhandle State University were in Austin, Texas
on Saturday for a Heartland Conference men’s basketball battle with St. Edward’s University. It was a
very close and physical first half, but St. Edward’s
went “bombs away” from behind the three-point
line for much of the second half and pulled away for
an 81-60 victory.
To begin the contest, St. Edward’s came out
fast and led 11-2 with fifteen minutes to play in the
opening half, but a determined Aggie effort saw
OPSU go ahead 16-15 with ten minutes left on the
clock. The first half intensity continued at both ends
of the floor and with four minutes before the break,

- By Scott Puryear of OPSU Sports on 02-16-2009

St. Edward’s had seized a five point advantage (2924). The teams went to the intermission with St. Edward’s ahead 36-30.
In the second half, with 15:26 to play in the
game, St. Edward’s forged a nine-point advantage
(45-36). A fast series of buckets by St. Edward’s
coupled with some OPSU fouls and turnovers put
St. Edward’s on top 61-44 with nine minutes on the
clock.
At the final buzzer, the score stood 81-60 in favor of St. Edward’s (now 15-9 on the season and 9-4
in conference play). They were led by the hot shooting Reggie Shanks who drilled in 24 points. For the
game, St. Edward’s nailed a dozen three-pointers in

19 attempts (63%).
The Aggies (now 1-11 in league play and 4-19 on
the season) were led by forward LaWilton Joseph
who dropped in a personal season high of 14 points
and guards Basil Leslie and Aaron Jackson who
each scored ten. Joseph and Russell Lewis shared
team rebounding honors with five each, while Jackson and Joseph each had three assists.
A pair of conference road games are up next for
the Aggies. On Thursday they will be at Newman
University (Wichita, Kansas) and on Saturday they
will go against Lincoln University (Jefferson City,
Missouri).
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What Would You Do?
How much celebration is too much?
Do in game celebrations take away from the actual sport, or
is all in good fun?

“I think that celebration in sport is
good to the point where you’re happy
but still respectful to the other team.”
Courtney Bean
Volleyball

“I think its all in good fun as long as
it’s not offensive. Good Plays deserve
good celebration.”
Kariz Bioni
Women’s basketball

St. Edward’s Tops Lady Aggies, 79-65
- By Scott Puryear of OPSU Sports on 02-16-2009
Goodwell, Okla. — The Oklahoma Panhandle State women’s basketball team matched up with Heartland Conference rival St. Edward’s in
Austin, Texas on Saturday afternoon. After a close first half, St. Edward’s
pulled away in the second half for a 79-65 win.
The Lady Aggies led by as many as nine points three times in the
opening half, and though OPSU fought hard all the way, St. Edward’s rallied to take 34-32 lead at the halftime break.
In the second half, St. Edward’s shot a blistering 62% from the field to
seal their win. With the victory, St. Edward’s evened their season record
at 12-12 (6-5 in conference play). They were led by Sara Head’s 16 points
and eight rebounds.
Kariz Bioni led the way for the Lady Aggies with 13 points, Sarah Sweatt scored a dozen, and Halee Edwards and Nicole Candelaria scored 11
and ten, respectively. Bioni’s five rebounds and five assists were both team
highs, and Lauren Cherry had three steals.
The Lady Aggie conference record is now 1-9 (3-20 on the season).
They will see action in a pair of road games in the coming week – on
Thursday evening against Newman University (Wichita, Kansas) and
against Lincoln University on Saturday afternoon in Jefferson City, Missouri.
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Baseball Team Struggles to Hang onto
Leads; Drops Two Series to pair of
Texas Rivals Andres Belandria
The Aggies baseball team returned empty-handed from their visit
to nationally ranked (#13) St. Mary’s
University Rattlers in San Antonio on
February 6 and 7.
Simply put the Rattlers outperformed the Aggies. The OPSU squad
fought hard and held a lead in three
of the four games played over the
weekend, but could not hold onto
them in the end. The SMU team displayed all their impressive skills on
both sides of the field. In the four
games, they out-hit the Aggies 48 to
13 including 16 extra-base hits.
That brought the Aggies to a
1-7 record as they prepared to face
Texas A&M International this past
weekend in Laredo.
Unfortunately, the Aggie baseball team could not come up with
a timely hit all weekend and paid
the consequences, dropping three
games against Texas A&M International.

The Aggies played well all
through the weekend, but left too
many runners on base. The defensive errors piled up, costing them
the series. On the first game Friday,
pitchers Robby Yaussy and Keith
Englishbey combined to throw a
2-hitter, but the Aggie bats did not
back them up and the game was lost
3-2. The second game Friday was a
repeat of the first, though this time
the Dustdevil’s bats only improved,
putting up 14 hits and 11 runs. The
Aggies still had more hits, but not at
the right moments. The game ended
11-4.
Saturday’s game saw the OPSU
squad once again playing hard and
with a lead on the scoreboard. But as
before, they could not hold on to the
lead and ended up falling 7-3.
This week, the Aggies will host
the UT-Permian Basin Falcons, playing doubleheaders both Friday and
Saturday.

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
Panhandle State Foundation second semester scholarship
checks are now available in the Foundation Office
(SL207). Foundation scholarship recipients need to stop
by as soon as possible to pick up their checks.

$$$$$$$$$
Do you need a scholarship for next
year?Panhandle State Foundation is NOW
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS for 2009-2010
SCHOLARSHIPS.
Deadline is March 2, 2009.
Stop by the Foundation Office (SL207) or download the
packet at www.opsu.edu.
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“Lonely Road” The Red Jumpsuit
Apparatus
Rachael Beck
Nickleback… I mean All Time Low.. Err I mean The Red Jumpsuit
Apparatus’ highly anticipated “Lonely Road” hit stores February 3, 2009
to surprise listeners with their bipolar attitude. From screamo to pop
punk to hard rock, The Red Jumpsuit Apparatus has proved they can do
it all. Yes, we understand music is about emotion, but after listening to
the group’s sophomore album, I was a bit confused to say the least. But
all in all, I guess that’s what music is about.
With random guitar rifts and screamo sessions on songs like “You
Better Pray” and “Pull Me Back”, the melodramatic moods of songs like
“Lonely Road” and “Believe” leaves the audience feeling like they can
conquer the world. RJA is in no way, shying away from the pop scene as
they experiment with their old sounds as well as take on the direction
the music industry is headed. At first listen, jams such as “No Spell” and
“Step Right Up” have you a bit disappointed at the creativity but before
you think twice, you find yourself singing along to the catchy melody’s
just like “Face Down” had you singing along like it was a song about
going to the beach on the weekend.
I guess that’s the great thing about The Red Jumpsuit Apparatus;
they could be saying something about your best friend dying and you
would still sing along as if you just won the lottery. Yea, the sound
bounces around like a pinball machine, and before you know it, you’ll be
throwing up your lighter in the middle of the mosh pit, but none the less,
you will know all the lyrics to “Lonely Road” the second time you listen
to it.

For the Week of February 20th

Tyler Perry’s Madea
Goes to jail

PG 13
Vanessa Ferlito Tyler Perry Keshia Knight Pulliam
Madea is back, this time speeding straight to jail

Fired Up

PG 13
Sarah Roemer Danneel Harris Molly Sims
From jockstraps to pom poms.
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Battlestar Galactica:
You Will Know the
Truth Stephen Skacall
						
For five years, Ronald D. Moore
and the SciFi Channel have fascinated audiences around the world with
their re-imagining of the science
fiction classic Battlestar Galactica.
Originally on the air in the 1970s
and 80s, Battlestar Galactica was reincarnated in 2003 to the delight of
millions of Battlestar fans.
Battlestar Galactica follows the
crew of a massive starship, the Battlestar Galactica, as they flee from
their mortal enemies, the Cylons, in
search of a new home. With their entire solar system destroyed by a brutal Cylon attack, Galactica leads the
last survivors of mankind (some 35
thousand people, only a trace of the
billions of people alive before the Cylon attack) to a mythical world called
Earth.
Over the past five years, viewers
have followed Galactica and the assorted civilian vessels in its convoy,
seeing a universe unfold which in
many ways represents a mirror of
our current world and its problems.
As viewers are shown the intricacies
of characters’ lives, we see that the
men and women on the screen aren’t
all that different from us. Evolving re-

lationships, the occasional romance,
and ever-shifting alliances have made
Battlestar Galactica more than the
typical science fiction series, appeal-

ing to mass
audiences
rather than
the usual scifi nerds. People from all
walks of life
have come
to love this
show.
It was announced in
2008 that the
series would
end with its
current season, with the
series finale
set to air on
March 20th, 2009. While ratings for
the show have been consistently
high, (higher in fact than that of the
average NBA game, Cops, or Man
vs. Wild), showrunner Ronald D.
Moore determined before the series
was created that it would be a shortterm endeavor.
“The job is to figure a way along
in a story but make it all feel like it’s
seamless, to make it all make sense,”
says Moore, asked about his thought

Film Review|The Wrestler

special to The Collegian by Taos Smith

I am convinced. I am totally convinced.
What am I convinced about? That hope exists for
original filmmaking in today’s world of “adapted
screenplay” this, or “remake of” that, or the
ubiquitous “comic book” film. The Wrestler has
convinced me.
This isn’t Rocky with wrestling. It isn’t some
inspiring come-back story, though at times it
could be. The Wrestler is a film about a guy who
twenty years ago was at the top of the business,
but is now forced to wrestler in small venues in
even smaller towns in Jersey. He doesn’t do it
because he has to. He maintains a part-time job
on the weekdays. No, Randy “The Ram” wrestles
because that’s who he is. He hardly has anything
else. His life is lonely, filled with frequent trips

process on the show. “You’re painting this large painting on this big
canvas, and you may not know what
it’s going to look like at the end, but
when you’re done, you want it to feel
like it’s a cohesive vision and makes
perfect sense.”
In the course of five years, view-

ers have witnessed assassinations,
electoral fraud, the destruction of
the twelve colonies of human civilization, attack after brutal attack by
the Cylons, and true love coming to
fruition. It is this final season, however, that has been the most revealing and, in many ways, most disturbing as well.
Thus far in the final season,
with only five episodes aired so far,
we have seen an ever-evolving ro-

to the local strip club, mostly to chat with who
seems to be the only one outside his wrestling
friends that gives a crap about him (Tomei). He’s
even estranged from his daughter who could care
less about him. This is a sad man who has nothing
else in his life but wrestling, and he gives it his
all.
It’s hard to critique a film that has so much
heart and feels so true to life. I cannot say a bad
thing about it. Rourke’s performance on-screen
is amazing. I cringed at the painful stunts that I
knew weren’t actually real, but I knew real pro
wrestlers endured. Even the emotional torment
he suffers resonates with the audience. Very
rarely do I get drawn into a movie like I was drawn
into The Wrestler. Films can be made to inspire,
romanticize, document, narrate, or convey any
number of emotions. The Wrestler allows the

mance between Admiral William
Adama (Edward James Olmos), who
commands the Battlestar Galactica,
and President Laura Roslin (Mary
McDonnell, who was nominated
for an Academy Award for her performance in Dances with Wolves), a
dying cancer patient who is head of
the civilian government
(ironically, Roslin was the
Secretary of Education
prior to the Cylon attack,
43rd in the line of succession).
The
relationship
between Adama and Roslin, though interesting, is
far from the high point in
the final series. Over the
past three weeks, viewers
have seen a shocking mutiny aboard Galactica, the
assassination of the entire
civilian government orchestrated by Vice President Tom Zarek (Richard
Hatch), and the discovery
that Earth fell victim to a nuclear war
some two thousand years previous,
leaving Galactica stranded in space
with nowhere to go.
As the series winds down, fans
have no doubt that there will be more
shock and awe tactics from the creative team behind the series. Whatever might be in store, one thing is
certain: the ride ain’t over yet.

audience to empathize with “The Ram,” and the
sentiment resonates throughout the film.
I won’t mention Aronfosky’s filmography or
The Wrestler’s place amongst it. He didn’t write it,
so it feels unfair to compare it to his past work.
He directs it well. And that is all to be said about
that.
Near the end I got the feeling like I was
watching an AFI retrospective on film 20 years
in the future. Instant classic is a strong title to
give a film, but I think it is appropriate here.
Easily the best film of 2008. The Wrestler in
the future will be placed next to the greats of
Hollywood: Casablanca, The Godfather, Rocky,
E.T., etc. Snubbing The Wrestler for a Best Picture
nomination may be the Academy’s greatest error.
Hopefully they do what they can to remedy their
error by giving the deserving Rourke his due.
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Come join us for the
OPSU International Festival!
The celebration begins
on February 23, 2009 at 6pm in the Student Union
Ballroom

Dasha Guymon

Cost is $5 per person!
Call 580-349-1314 for tickets or email
international@opsu.edu or come by SL 216.
Come try foods from different countries and experience
other cultures!

-The average person’s left hand does 56% of the
typing.
-Peanuts are one of the ingredients of
dynamite.
-”Stewardesses” is the longest word that is
typed with only the left hand
-The average person falls asleep in seven
minutes.
-The giant squid has the largest eyes in the
world.
-No word in the English language rhymes with
month, orange, silver or purple.
-Winston Churchill was born in a ladies’ room
during a dance.
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Never
Say
Randi Jones
Never
Zena Stafford is a senior English education

major here at OPSU. Currently undergoing her
student teaching semester at Liberal High School,
Zena could not be happier with the way her life is
going. Those who know this bubbly student are
fully aware of how excited she is to spend the rest
of her working days in the front of the classroom
teaching students. Those same people also know
how great she will be as a teacher, but some may
be surprised to discover that, for a time, Zena never thought she would pursue a teaching career.
During her middle school and high school
years, Zena was not particularly fond of school.
She made a point of sitting in the back row, trying to go unnoticed by those around her. The back
row student attended large schools where she felt
like a number in the crowd, someone who took up

space; to her, school was a gigantic waste of time.
Zena would have rather spent her time working for
a paycheck than sitting in school at a desk.
When not in school, she was busy putting in
40 hour work weeks helping to support her family.
Her parents never requested that she work, but
she felt a responsibility to help pay the bills around
the house. Because she was always working, Zena
did not have much time to socialize with friends.
After graduating, she tried college for a while,
but once again, education was not a priority. She
married her husband Wade, and it was not until he
became a history teacher and a basketball coach
that this school-hater started thinking about a career in education.
Years later, when her family moved to the Panhandle of Oklahoma, Zena decided to consider attending OPSU. When Zena visited the campus, she
experienced a different feeling towards her learning environment. Zena began to feel welcomed

and important as Dr. Hodges showed her around
campus. She was not just a number here, and she
had a powerful drive to make this school work for
her.
Today, Zena is completing her final semester
at OPSU. She is thoroughly enjoying the time she
spends with students in the classroom. This student teacher feels passionate about helping kids
who feel the same way she did in school. She understands that students learn differently and come
from different homes, and she wants to make sure
that every student realizes that education opens
doors and allows greater opportunities.
Although while in high school Zena probably
dreamed of the days when she would no longer
be in a classroom, she now enjoys each day there.
Sometime in the near future, Zena plans on pursing
a master’s degree. She has come a long way from
her school-hating days, and her story just goes to
show that one should never say never.

Introducing Yet Another: Martin Kiruri

Hey, everyone. I am Martin. There are two things both sion for writing, so I’m excited about the opportunity to work
about myself and where it is I come from I believe you may for The Collegian this semester. I look forward to hearing
Web Sudoku - Billions of Free Sudoku Puzzles to Play Online
http://show.webs
find interesting. First is the fact that my name is associated from you fellow comrades. I do hope you will consider conwith Martin Luther. Second is coming from the same slopes tacting me and sharing things that you would like to see me
as the 44th President of the United States of America; that cover. I am anxious to hear what interests you and to serve
is, I come from the very same village as his paternal family your needs. I hope to provide insight regarding Kenya as
(I would enjoy further discussing this or President Obama well as international politics throughout this spring on top
with anyone interested). I do hope by now you have guessed of anything else that interests you, the reader. Please feel
my home country—Kenya.
free to critique me or offer suggestions. My email is martin.
Now a student at OPSU, I feel at home here more than kiruri@yahoo.com.
you can imagine. My major is nursing, but I do have a pasMedium Puzzle 34,317,202
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The Shack.
Praised or
Blazed?

Submitted by
Jordan Flanagan

The Shack, written by William Paul
Young, has been both praised and blasted by
spiritual leaders around the countr y since its
release. It brings up questions about God’s
identity and also controversy on the Trinity.
The book portrays God as a black woman, Jesus as a man of Middle Eastern decent, and
the Holy Spirit as an Asian woman. This is
one thing that really chapped a lot of people.
God characterized as a black woman? To
those who were upset with the book, calling it
heresy for portraying God in this way, I ask of
them, “Who is God?” What does He look like?
The fact is, God is such a complex being that
He really can’t be fully summed up by human
words or thoughts. God in The Bible is referred to as “Father,” but does this make Him
a male? No. God is neither male nor female,
so why is it blasphemy to portray Him as a
black woman as the book does. I find that way
too many people tr y to limit God in who He

is or how He can reach others. We as Americans have an ingrained vision in our minds of
what God looks like. That vision which most
of us possess is not one of African decent nor
is it one of feminine traits. Moreover, Young
portrays God as a black
woman because of the
troubling past that the
protagonist had with
his own father when he
was a boy. Making God
more of a mother-like
figure made the protagonist more at ease
around Him in physical
form. Not to mention
that God’s nickname
throughout the whole
book was “Papa.”
I
believe
what
Young was tr ying to accomplish was to give
a different outlook on
a stereotyped God. I
think he wants us to
stop thinking of God as
a blonde haired, blue
eyed, white man and
start thinking of him as he truly is: God. To
sincerely tr y to explain God would be an insult. We do, however, know certain traits of

God such as He can’t tell a lie. He is Truth
which then explains why the opposite of God,
Satan, is called the “Great Deceiver.” We also
know that He likes to ask rhetorical questions. All throughout the Old Testament you
see God asking questions in which
He already knew the answer.
By telling someone specifically not to read a book is like
telling that person that you don’t
think that they can handle it.
Maybe some can’t. We should all
be strong enough in our beliefs
to read something and have confidence to hold our opinions to it.
Remember the Catholic Church
before Martin Luther’s Ninety-five
Theses? Throughout histor y, whenever skeptics tell the masses not to
read something, all it does is raise
ever yone’s curiosity and they all
run to their nearest bookstore.
Finally, I didn’t feel that Young
was in the wrong in his book. However, I want to remind ever yone
that The Shack is not The Bible
and therefore is not the place we
should search for answers. Read
it for what it is; an allegor y. Oh, and I hate
to break it to you, but Jesus wasn’t white either.

Valentine’s Day 365 Times a Year
Martin Kiruri

Another Valentine’s Day has
come and gone. Some couples shared
an unforgettable day with one another while others would rather soon
forget the occasion’s many miscues.
Regardless of how your February 14
may have went, there is no point in
letting romance go by the wayside;
make any (or every) day special for
you and your other half by applying
the same ideas that give Valentine’s
its value.
During the holiday itself, many
people put off gift buying until the
last minute and struggle to find a token worthy of the person they adore.
Or sometimes, they eat dinner somewhere they can’t afford that really
isn’t that good to begin with. Why?
Because that’s what everyone else is
doing. For many people, Valentine’s
becomes a chore, not a celebration.
In choosing an otherwise mundane

day to express your affection, you
have time to plan ahead, let loose,
and truly enjoy your time spent together. Wake your sweetheart up
with a kiss and the perfect gift. Or
leave little, meaningful gifts for him
or her to find in the same place each
day. It could be chocolate or maybe
words (letters, notes, poems). Select
a love song that’s special for the both
of you printed on a t-shirt or mug. It
might be cheesy, but it also shows
you are unafraid to demonstrate how
you feel. Make an “I Love You” balloon with tiny sweets, a small gift,
or a love poem hidden inside. Men:
find out what her favorite flowers are
and arrange them creatively instead
of getting her the same, tired, lastminute rose she (and every other
woman) gets.
St. Valentine’s Day is about love,
not extravagance, though many peo-

ple often mistake this. Girls: don’t
go comparing your day with anyone
else’s. It’s being cherished that truly
matters, not who of your friends was
taken to the most expensive restaurant. Guys: this isn’t an excuse to
blow off future Valentine’s or any day
you wish to make romantic. Treat it
with significance and shape your
plans around what she loves and
enjoys whether it’s February 14, 19,
April 5, or whenever. Be thoughtful.
Arrange to do something fun and exciting like a dawn walk somewhere
where there’s a fantastic view at sunrise, or go on a picnic with a big rug
and your Ipod! Sleep in and serve
her coffee; if possible, perhaps plan a
romantic walk along a beach, a dip in
the sea, and or a gentle stroll around
a museum or arboretum.
You can enjoy each other’s company even if you just go out for dinner;

have a laugh by arranging to meet in
a bar pretending you’ve never met
before. Tease the people around you
with how quickly you sweep one another off your feet. Take a few minutes from the film When a Man Loves
a Woman and you will get the idea.
If you choose to eat in, organize a
special Valentine’s dinner outside of
February 14 with red napkins, and a
white tablecloth sprinkled with rose
petals or heart-shaped confetti-- it’s
little touches that make it a magic occasion (dress up, too). Make a picnic
especially for the bedroom complete
with candies, romantic music, and a
really nice bottle of wine.
But above all, no matter the day
of the year and the plans you pursue,
concentrate on each other, forget
what everyone else might be doing,
and plan a day that you’ll talk about
for years.
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Shun Corrupt African Regimes
Martin Kiruri

On Tuesday, Januar y 20, the world’s eyes were focused on
one man: Barrack Hussein Obama. The inauguration of the 44th
President of the United States was event celebrated well beyond
domestic borders.
In Africa, songs were sung and cows were slaughtered in his
name. Children were named after a man who defied all odds and
showed the world that the true strength of a nation doesn’t derive
from its might of arms or the scale of wealth, but in the character of
its leaders.
Millions of Africans, stunted by years of exploitation and
colonialism, will now bear their blackness with pride. Race will no
longer define America, and African Americans and black people from
all over the world will start to believe that anything is possible as long
as stay focused and organized, a strategy that seems to have worked
with Obama’s presidential campaign.
President Obama has demonstrated the triumph of hope over
despair, but will the destiny of Africa change under his presidency?
Because its various leaders assume that now they have “one of their
own” in the White House, aid money will flow freely to their continent,
and Obama, like all African presidents, will give preferential treatment
to his own people. But so far, there is no indication that Obama is
keen to make Africa his priority. He has consistently stated that
corruption is the cause of the underdevelopment; he knows that
simply providing aid isn’t the solution.
Corrupt African leaders should not expect bigger handouts
from Obama’s government. If anything, they will see the donor-aid
relationship come under more scrutiny as governments may be asked
to be more accommodating to American interests.

Senate Cont. From Page 2
or all clubs will run booths featuring
free events and other amusements.
The absolute deadline for activity
submissions is March 11. Ideas bandied about included a bowling booth,
basketball, football throw, pie eating
contest, foam shenanigans, and a

caramel candy apple fundraiser. Student services hopes to offer jousting,
bouncy boxing, and a bungee run.
Senate has yet to receive word from
Bipolar Echo as to whether they will
perform for the event.
Several senators (or one), whose
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Democrats Cont. From Page 3
the stimulus bill is unconstitutional. “It’s almost a restatement of what the
Constitution requires so there’s nothing novel in what the House did in its
restriction,” said Christopher Anders, a legislative counsel with the ACLU.
The ACLU insists that “separation of church and state” requires that religious activities not be allowed in publicly funded facilities.
In a last-ditch effort to sway the Senate to vote for his amendment,
Senator DeMint stated, “It is in hard times that our society most needs
faith. It provides the light that no darkness can overcome. This provision is
an attempt to extinguish that light from college campuses, from the lives of
our youth.”
The chance that this section of the stimulus bill will become law is ever
more likely with each passing day as the Senate debates the bill and draws
closer to a consensus and vote.
name(s) are(/is) here withheld, requested a clothes-optional policy
for carnival events. Boots-only, jock
straps, and oiled contestants were
all also deliberated upon. It cannot
be said in earnest breath that Senate
isn’t a forward thinking bunch. The
football field, Fieldhouse, and even
an all-purpose Hunter-Novak funeral-wedding tent were discussed as
potential locations. Popcorn, cotton
candy, corndogs, turkey dogs, funnel cakes, etc. may be available. My
stomach grumbles as the prior sentence flows from my fingers. Booth
prizes should be up for grabs; it only
needs TBD whether senate or each
club shall stock prize racks.
Banter turned to the OSGA Conference scheduled March 6-7 in OKC
at OCU. Two things: first, no getting
trashed. Second, the legislation there
is very real; if passed, items will
make their way to the state’s regents
for review. Jessica Lofland pointed
out its significance as a platform in

which students’ voices can reach the
state level. Our campus may have
up to 3 voting delegates, though senate may send as many members as
they choose. Also, anyone can write
legislation if so inclined. The council
spoke of past fun while emphasizing
the seriousness of the conference.
It’s (new) business time. Ms.
Lofland made note of the new flat
screen monitors around campus.
She updates the boards every Monday and Thursday at 9:00 p.m. and
needs updates prior to those times.
Holter Hall is in need of additional
computers and printers. Some debate emerged regarding a 24/7 computer lab. The dorms are looking to
potentially institute a 24-hour visitation policy. We’ll have more info as it
develops. Seeya next week.
----Next meeting: TONIGHT @ 9:30
p.m. in SL 201.
Please bring refreshments (a personal request of mine).
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HELP WANTED
The Oklahoma City U.S. Census Bureau office is in the process of hiring thousands of
temporary workers to help gather information for the state of Oklahoma for the 2010
Census.

Mr.
Irresistible!

Evening Wear
Swim Wear
Talent
Question

Staff Nurse: Florence Hensley BSN, RN

Sign up in The Noble Center with
Amber Fesmire

Free
Ask Nurse
Free

HELP WANTED
$50
$75
$125
$150

Each OPSU department is allowed one business card sized
advertisement (3.5w x 2h) or classified advertisement free
of charge. Larger than business card size or additional
advertisements will be charged half the normal rates above.
Purchase three weeks of ads and receive a free advertisement of the
same size.
Classifieds!
Old books? Fridges? Microwaves? Pencils?
Classified rates are ten cents a word.
Call or E-mail for quote.

$10
Free
Free
$15
Free
Free
$5
Free
Free
$10
Ask Nurse
Ask Nurse

Urinalysis
Exam
Consult
Flu Shot
OTC Meds
Weight Check
Pregnancy Test
Blood Sugar Check
Diet Consult
TB Tests
Antibiotics
Immunizations
Planned Parenthood
Consult
Oral Contraceptives
Condoms

Prizes are:
1st place - $100.00
2nd Place - $75.00
3rd Place - $50.00
Surprise - Mr Congeniality

Advertising Rates
for
The Collegian

Call 405-254-9140 or 1-866-861-2010 to schedule an appointment in order to
be tested. For additional information, please visit the Census Bureau web site at
www.2010Censusjobs.gov

Oklahoma Panhandle State University
Student Health Clinic/Wellness Center

Date: Tues. Feb 24th 2009
Place: In the Auditorium
Time: 7 P.M.

Business Card
Quarter Page
Half Page
Full Page

This is a great opportunity for retirees, students, and anyone who is between jobs or
needs part-time work. Interested applicants must be 18 years or older, have a valid Social Security number and be available to work 20-40 hours per week. Applicants will
take a general competency test and undergo a security check. The salary is $10 and up
per hour depending on position and location.

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT
FUN VALLEY FAMILY RESORT
South Fork, Colorado
Needs students for all types of jobs: kitchen, dining room, housekeeping, stores,
maintenance, horse wrangler, office. For information and employment application
write Student Personnel Director, 6315 Westover Drive, Granbury, TX 76049 or call
1.800.548.1648 or e-mail rafain@sbcglobal.net.

OPSU American Government Service Learning Project
Recycling Drop Off Locations

Holter Hall Lobby - plastics
Library - paper - white&colored
Sewell - paper - white&colored
Aggie Apt. Clubhouse - aluminum

