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Basketball
HomeComing 09

collegian@opsu.edu

February 28th, Aggies
honored their 2009 Basketball
homecoming candidates and
winners at halftime of the men’s
game.

Another homecoming week
is in the books. A comedy show,
the international festival, a
limbo contest, triathlon, Mr. Irresistible, a Mardi Gras dinner,
homecoming coronation, silent
auction, and of course, the final
basketball games of the season
all made for an entertaining time
on campus. We did our best to
attend every event. All throughout this issue you’ll find bits and
pieces from what we found most
memorable.
Congratulations to Wilson
Henry and Molly Woodhall for
their election as homecoming
king and queen. Thanks to the
FFA members for ensuring the
ceremonies went on without a
hitch. Thanks to the BSU for
the tremendously fun triathlon
activities. Thanks also to all the
faculty and staff on campus who
helped put everything together.
Finally, thanks to the senior basketball players for their hard
work over the last several seasons; good luck in the future.
If you have any pictures or
stories you would like to share
from the week that was, email
them to collegian@opsu.edu.

Your 2009 Basketball Homecoming King
and Queen; Molly Woodhall,
and Wilson Henry

2009 Candidates; from top,
Lachawn Anderson, Milica Rogic,
Quintin Green, Halee Edwards,
Dr. Townsend (Gabriel Gillmore),
Heather Helton, Ben Murphy,
Jessica Walt
Not Pictured- Erin Hensley, Luke
Ogden

hectorCOBOS
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The International Fest invited OPSU students to dine in with some
world cuisine.

*Opinions
expressed
in this article do not
DavidŠuto necessarily reflect those
PAID RAMBLER of OPSU or the people of
Croatia. (Or Starbucks, evidently.)

Upon recieving$1,000 scholarship,
James will participate in a
leadership conference in April.

A long time ago, let’s say January 26,
Collegian advisor Laura Hays promised to
double my salary should I participate in the
school’s first international festival in some
eight culturally stagnant years. I successfully
renegotiated for a new office phone instead
(sucker), and thus agreed. February 23, the
night of saturnalia, has since come and
passed; food was gobbled and merriment
made. I now recount my experience.
Arriving a quarter hour late, early by my standards, I’m
directed towards my booth location: sandwiched between
Norway and Germany. I note the geographic inaccuracy, but
don’t argue the matter.
I carefully place my 18 square inch pan on the table and
unravel the aluminum covering. The contents? Nac kolac, or
so I call it. It’s a custard-pastry kind of affair, hardly congruent
to memories dominated by meat (sea-land-air), veggies, fruit,
cheese, bread, and wine. An admittedly homely looking dish,
waves of patrons quickly shuffle past keeping eye contact
to a minimum (both with myself and the dessert). Growing
weary, then impatient, I nearly shout aloud, “Cowards! You’re
all cowards!” I, however, fear the consequences reconsider
and nobly maintain my reserve.
Still no takers. Minutes tick along. A kindly lady, perhaps
observing my distress, bravely requests a taste. Through
trial and error, I eventually manage a piece to her plate. The
verdict? I rule.
As the first impasse, ehrm… passes, a more worrisome
problem arises. My stomach first rages, then grumbles at

Thursday, March
5
Band Dress Rehearsal
6:30PM

Friday, March 6
SU Ballroom Reserved-Leadership
Guymon
Softball/Baseball-OPSU vs. St.
Edward’s
(Austin, TX)
1:00PM/12:00PM

the succulent sights and smells of wondrous
Saturday,
food occupying the passerby’s trays. Confined to
March 7
starve stationary at my booth, I note the perceived
Softball/Baseball-OPSU
vs. St.
oppression of me and, by extension, my people.
Edward’s University (2)*
Delectable aromas of Germany, Nigeria, Gambia,
(Austin, TX)
Kenya, Australia, Curaçao, Norway, Korea, Mexico,
1:00PM/12:00PM
and more pervade the ballroom along with the
audible fill of laughs and chatter from well-fed Sunday, March 8
guests. (The occasional live tune bolsters the
Men’s Golf-Bethany College
already vibrant atmosphere.)
(Salina and McPherson, KS)
Stat-checking my own head count, upwards of
100+ people enjoy the event. The newspaper gig Monday, March 9
Choir dress rehearsal
has me dropping in on the odd, random activity.
Hugh-Strong Aud.
Hard to remember a superior turnout. Seating
Education Career Fair
spilled over into the Aggie Grille, in fact. So then, a
SU Ballroom
unanimous success for all but my belly*.
Contact
Rene
Ramon, 349-1558, or
*I luckily manage some noodles and kimchi
from the Korean setup last minute whilst displaying Christi Hale, 349-1556, for more info.
my grand ignorance of their cuisine in the process.
Men’s Golf-Bethany College
Nothing short of heavenly to my taste buds.
(Salina and McPherson, KS)
of
college
credit
before
graduating
James Guthrie Earns from high school as well as completing Tuesday, March
10
Prestigious Scholarship some classes during the summer.
Choir
Concert
His hard work and dedication was
Courtesy of Laura Hays
Hugh-Strong Aud.
James Guthrie, a senior at rewarded recently when he earned one
7:00PM
Oklahoma Panhandle State University, of the prestigious George and Donna
packed four years of college into three, Nigh Public Service scholarships. The
Men’s Golf-Bethany College
and graduates in May with a Bachelor award is given to Oklahoma college
(Salina and McPherson, KS)
of Science degree in biology. The young students who have demonstrated Softball-OPSU vs. Fort Hays State
man took advantage of concurrent exceptional academic achievement and
(Fort Hays, KS)
enrollment and completed 12 hours
Cont. Page 6
3:00PM

Psychology Club Quote of the Week
“Make it a great day or not; the choice is yours.” - Travis Ruiz

OPSU Psychology Club along with Aggie Peers will be sponsoring
Safe Spring Break Week during the week of March 9th through the
12th.

Wednesday,
March 11
Music Forum
Hugh-Strong Aud.
12:01PM
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The Noble Center’s
Spring Break Schedule
March 14th – 22nd
Saturday and Sunday			
Monday				
Tuesday				
Wednesday			
Thursday				
Friday				
Saturday and Sunday			

Closed
11:00am-7:00pm
11:00am-7:00pm
11:00am-7:00pm
11:00am-7:00pm
11:00am-6:00pm
Closed

The pool will be closed during this time for
annual cleaning and repairs.
We are sorry for any inconvenience this may
cause!

For Sale
-Bed with Box Spring and Mattress for $150
-Dresser for $50
-Whirlpool Window Unit (includes remote) for $150
-Small Window Unit for $40
Call 580-461-3202 or 3203 if you’re interested

Collegian Staff
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Layout/Staff
Advisor
Photography
Sports/Idea Man
Rodeo Reporter
Staff
Staff
Staff/Headlines
Staff
Staff

David Šuto
Rachael Beck
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Hector Cobos
Andres Balandria
Jordan Muncy
Kim Tuttle
Randi Jones
Sarah Sweatt
Dasha Guymon
Stephen Skacall

Oklahoma Takes Steps Toward
Voter Choice

STAFF WRITER

StephenSkacall

I

n
2004,
Oklahoma was the
only state where
voters were limited
to two choices for
President. In 2008,
Oklahoma voters once again were forced to choose between two candidates,
not having the option of voting for other political parties or candidates. Not
only are choices not present in presidential elections but also in local elections
where smaller parties have historically been quite competitive in other states.
“Oklahoma sticks out like a sore thumb when it comes to our state’s ballot
access laws,” says Angelia O’Dell, chair of the Libertarian Party of Oklahoma
(OKLP). The laws referred to by O’Dell set minimum requirements for citizens
to form political parties and for their candidates to appear on the ballot in
Oklahoma. While common sense tells us that there must be some sort of legal
requirements in order to start a political party, the requirements in Oklahoma
seem unreasonable to many.
In order for a new political party to be formed in Oklahoma, 73,188 registered
voters (20,629 per million residents) must sign a petition in order for that party
to be formed. In contrast, Texas requires only 45,253 registered voters (1,980 per
million residents) to sign the petition in order to form a new party.
This means that in virtually every election in recent years, Oklahoma
voters have been forced to choose between only Democratic and Republican
candidates. In as many as half of state and local elections, however, the
incumbent candidate has no opposition because the Libertarian candidates
or the Socialist candidates can’t get on the ballot because their parties are not
recognized in Oklahoma. This means that Oklahoma voters don’t always get
to choose the best candidates; they simply have to settle for the ‘lesser of two
evils.’
In order to make it easier
Cont. Page 7
for smaller political parties to have
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Published by Oklahoma Panhandle State University,
P.O. Box 430, Goodwell, OK 73939. The Collegian is
distributed on campus of OPSU every Wednesday
during the fall and spring semester with the exceptions
of major holidays, finals, and breaks. All opinions
expressed in editorials are that of the writer and not
necessarily the opinion of the university.

Letter to the Editor Policy
Do you have an opinion or comment about
something on campus? Is there something
we should know or an issue to be
addressed? Write your letter to the editor,
e-mail it, or bring it by Muller Hall. Letters
must include writer’s name, signature, and
phone number. Telephone numbers will
not be printed. The editor reserves the right
to edit letters for length, lielous statements,
and personal attacks.
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Men’s Rodeo Wins
Garden City

STAFF WRITER
Rodeo

JordanMuncy

Garden City, Kansas — This past weekend, members of the Oklahoma
Panhandle State University rodeo teams traveled to their closest regional rodeo, other than their own “Doc” Gardner Memorial Rodeo held in Guymon.
Garden City, Kansas held the National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association
(NIRA), and teams from 24 different universities and colleges gathered to
participate in some hot rodeo action. With over 500 contestants, the Central
Plains Region never fails to provide the toughest competition around. Although this might seem intimidating for some, the OPSU Aggies men’s team
once again claimed the first place title and the women earned third.
Seth Hardwick was the first Aggie to perform during Sunday’s
championship performance. Hardwick proved he meant business in
the long round of bareback riding
by landing a 72 point score, good
enough for second place. Hardwick
was the sole Aggie to qualify in that
event.
It was a weekend of splits, or
ties, for the Broncbusters rodeo. It
started off in the calf roping where
six cowboys tied their calf in 10.7
seconds, splitting 5th through 10th
places. One of those cowboys was
Colorado native and OPSU student,
Tyler Lauridsen. Another Aggie to
share that time was Seth Schafer.
The splits carried over to the
breakaway roping, where five cowgirls tied with a 2.9 second run.
Jordan Muncy was among the mix,
and along with her catch in the
short go, landed her a top ten finish. Tied once again was Katie Jolly,
All in a day’s work for OPSU’s Seth
Schafer as he gets his short round
steer down in 5.2 seconds, tying him
for first in the round.

daleHirschman photo

Aggie Baseball/Softball
Look to Get on Winning
AndresBelandria
Track

SPORTS WRITER

The Aggie Baseball team took the field once more last weekend as they
hosted the Incarnate Word University Cardinals in the hopes of returning to the
winners’ path.
The Aggies tried to work their way out of the slump they occupied for the
previous three series, but were yet again unable to match up against their rivals.
All three games of the weekend were one-sided. The Aggies consistently failed to
show the appropriate skills needed to compete in a tough conference. The first
game on Friday finished with a score of 18-2, while the second game of the day
ended 12-2, both favoring the Cardinals.
The Aggies’ luck didn’t improve on Saturday, once again losing, this time
19-5.

The team’s next game will be this Friday when they travel to Austin, TX, to face
the squad from St. Edward’s University.
The Lady Aggies Softball team came back empty-handed from its
participation in the Pittsburg State Tournament on February 27.
In the tournament’s first game, the OPSU squad faced the women from
Nebraska-Omaha. The game was an even one, but three errors in the top
of the fourth inning by the Lady Aggies allowed NO to score 7 runs in the
episode to come away with a victory in five innings at 9-1.
In the second game of the day, the opponents in turn were the
women from Northwest Missouri. The stats for the game had not reached my
desk at the time of redaction. The information available only showed the final
score, which favored Northwest Missouri 15 to 1.
The rest of the programmed games for the tournament were
cancelled due to a blizzard that rendered the field unplayable.
Following yesterday evening’s contest with WTAMU in Canyon, the
Lady Aggies look to travel to Austin, TX, March 6 and 7 where they will square
off against St. Edward’s University.
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February 28th, 2009, Oklahoma Panhandle State University said goodbye to its five seniors. From bottom left, Aaron Jackson, Marcus Loftus,
Gabe Gillmore, Luke Ogden, Basil Lesley
2009-03-01 by Scott Puryear

Men Fall in Season Finale
The men’s basketball team from the University of the
Incarnate Word was here on Saturday afternoon and picked
up a 91-63 victory over the Aggies of Oklahoma Panhandle
State. The Cardinals led 31-20 at halftime and though the
Aggies played inspired basketball at times, the Cardinal’s
win cinched the Heartland Conference title with a 13-3
league record.
Prior to the game, Aggie seniors Marques Loftis, Gabe
Gilmore, Aaron Jackson, Basil Leslie, and Luke Ogden were
honored for their service and dedication to the OPSU
basketball program.
For most of the first half, the Aggies stayed with their
opponents and even held a four point advantage (32-28)
with 3:30 left to play before halftime. However, the Cardinals
roared back and went to the break in front, 38-32.
Though the Aggies continued to work hard, they could
not stay with the Cardinal pace in the second half and the

Ladies Drop to Incarnate
The Lady Aggies walked away with a mark
the loss column from their final game of the season
(homecoming), which matched them against
Heartland Conference powerhouse, Incarnate

Cardinals’ 91-63 victory was their 21st (overall) of the
season against just six losses.
The Cardinals’ Pierce Caldwell led all scorers with 24
points and OPSU’s Jackson was hot on his heels with 23.
Jackson worked hard for every one of his points in his
last game in an Aggie uniform.
Leslie and LaWilton Joseph each knocked down nine
points for the Aggies while teammates Kevin Geofroy and
Ed Scott each put in eight. Leslie was the high rebounder
for the Aggies with six and Luke Ogden pulled down four
boards and scored five. A slam dunk by the 6’4 Ogden in
the second half brought a loud cheer from many of the
OPSU fans who have enjoyed his solid and unselfish play
for four seasons. It was the final game of the season for
the Aggies, and they finished with an overall record of
4-23.

SPORTS WRITER

Word.

of OPSU Sports

AndresBelandria

The Cardinals very quickly ended all hopes the
fans had of watching the OPSU team take the game. The
visiting team came prepared to win, playing hard from the
tip-off, building a considerable lead in the first couple of
minutes. The Lady Aggies kept contending but simply
could not answer back the talent shown by the Cardinals.
The score at halftime was 31-20.
In the final period, UIW kept increasing the lead,
while the Lady Aggies could do nothing to prevent it.
UIW’s Nia Torru had a great game and finished the game
with 31 points. The final score, Cardinals 64 Lady Aggies 44.
With the loss, the OPSU women basketball team finished
the season with a 3-24 record.
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They Made Us
Laugh RachaelBeck

February 28th, a troupe of traveling
comedians visited the OPSU campus from
Chicago, Illinois

Bryce, Joe and Jimmy must have
made a wrong turn. They’re a long way from
the skyscrapers of Chicago, Illinois and they
let us know it. After the inevitible jokes about
our small, if even recognizable inhabitance in
the state of Oklahoma from their metropolis,
the guys from “We Can Make You Laugh”
proved that they could live up to their title.
After they realized that this college is indeed
on the map, they let go of the rural America
Willie Benson, the evening’s first contestant, survived a
jokes and unveiled the “electric plunger chair”
roaring us with our slow speed limit as well cross-dressing E.T. impersonator, but couldn’t make it past a
ventriloquist and his dummy.
as even getting personal with things as deep
as withdrawals. From starbucks that is.
From the awkward guy at a party that you either to pass out t-shirts to those contestants that
picture as yourself with an enhaler when being pressured could last 60 seconds without laughing,
for drugs or Spiderman signing autographs at the mall smiling, or lifting their arms from the chair. If
watching crime take place before your very eyes, the guys they succeeded in doing that, then they were
gave the students of OPSU something to laugh at themselves given another 60 seconds on the clock to in
about.
which if they survived, were given $25 on the
After the hour of stand up comedy, there was a game spot.
show where audience members were drawn at random to
Money that was not given away that
see if they could stare down the face of laughter. In order night was donated to a charity aimed to put
to give more people a shot at the money, the guys decided an end to human trafficking.
The Three Amigos of “We Can Make You Laugh” held on the night of February 28th.

Guthrie Scholarship from Page 2
For the Week of March 6
Watchmen

R
Quis custodiet ipsos custodes?

Doubt

R
No wit here; only ickiness. Potentially.

involvement in campus as well as extracurricular activities. It would be difficult
to find anyone who fits that profile better than Guthrie.
His grade point average has earned him a place on the President’s
Honor Roll four times, and the Dean’s Honor Roll six times; in fact, he has not
completed a semester without being on one of those. James secured funding,
planned, and built the gazebo located in Goodwell’s downtown park as his
community service project for the Eagle Scout honor he earned. He has worked
for KPSU, the campus radio station, during his OPSU career, and has also been
involved with student activities and with the Knights of Columbus.
In addition to receiving a $1,000 scholarship, James will participate in
a week-long leadership conference in April. OPSU’s Vice President of Academic
Affairs and Outreach, Dr. Wayne Manning, nominated the young man for the
award.
James enjoys reading, traveling, and spending time out of doors. After
the intensity of earning a four year degree in three years, he plans to move
to the Corpus Christi, Texas area to work and relax for a year before attending
graduate school. While he has yet to decide exactly what he wants to do, he will
likely pursue something related to microbiology. The son of Russell and Jane
Guthrie of Goodwell, he likes OPSU because “everybody knows everybody, and
those who don’t want to be involved don’t have fun!”
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Paul Harvey

Jumper:
2009

(1918 – 2009)
DavidŠuto

DavidŠuto
PAID
RAMBLER

Best picture nominee Frost/Nixon and the sci-fi actioner Push both arrived at the Guymon theater this past
Friday. I faced an uncertain decision of which was more
appropriate to review for this particular platform. I, of
course, made the wrong choice.
Push stars Chris Evans and Dakota Fanning as a pair
of metahumans (a telekinetic and precog, respectively)
in search of a mysterious test subject who has escaped
from a government-ran super soldier project. Imagine a
second rate comic book from a tertiary label (or a recent
episode of Heroes), and you have a good idea of what to
expect.
The script is overly concerned about padding dialogue with jargon referencing figures and organizations
deeply familiar to the characters but always hidden beyond the mist to audience goers. The filmmakers mistake this for intriguing secrecy and completely overlook
proper story and character building. Furthermore, the
promise of sensational fight work goes by the wayside as
characters spend most of their time posturing, sitting and

talking drivel. What little action does pop up feels tired or
watered down. Puppet-like effects don’t aid the issue.
Evans has shown flashes of promise elsewhere (notably the flawed, audio-visual spectacle Sunshine), but fails
to be a compelling lead here. Fanning’s role is unmistakably an offshoot of the Jodie Foster character in Scorsese’s Taxi Driver; she does well enough in this.
The most interesting artistic direction in Push is its
setting: Hong Kong. Now, this is almost always done
solely for the “cool” factor. It’s no different here. And while
it isn’t used to its full advantage, it does make for some
fresh scenery relative to comparative fare. Other technical flourishes such as those in the sound design help
create a somewhat unique feel for this otherwise lacking
venture.
Fun, potential-laden ideas bereaved of much exciting action or good story development sum this one up. If
Push were also an acronym descriptive of the film, the “P”
would stand for poorly executed and “U” for uninteresting. I’ll leave the “SH” to your imagination.

Voter Choice From Page 3

their candidates on the ballot in Oklahoma, these parties have lobbied the
state legislature to ease the petition requirements needed to get on the
ballot and to form new political parties. The result is HB1072, which was
written by Representative Charles Key (R-Oklahoma City). HB1072 calls for
the requirements to be much lower (5,000
signatures of registered voters) to form a
political party in Oklahoma. The bill passed the
House Rules Committee on Thursday with a
vote of 10-2. One key supporter of the bill has
been Gus Blackwell (R-Goodwell) who is also
the Chair of the House Rules Committee.
A second bill also passed the House Rules
Committee on Thursday, HB2246. This bill
makes it easier to pass an initiative petition
which allows Oklahoma voters to propose
legislation or amendments to the Constitution
without going through the state legislature.

Goodwell

Wednesday Thursday

o
81
Weather
Upcoming Forcast:
Get ready to take off
your jackets!
Then put ‘em right back on..

I’m in the middle of my daily commute, thinking ahead to what the day has
in store. My thoughts are interrupted as
my Zune dies without warning. I’ve forgotten to charge it for several days apparently.
It’s rare that I make use of the radio.
Why bother with overplayed garbage
when I can listen to my self-selected garbage? I make note of the time. A week
ago, Paul Harvey would’ve been on the air.
The last I recall listening to him was in December. I remember thinking then it may
be the last time I would hear him share his
annual Christmas tale.
I knew little about Mr. Harvey other
than his Oklahoman citizenship. He was
simply the guy I grew up listening to tell
entertaining stories every afternoon with
grandfather like warmth; alongside the
humored ring of his daily sign off, he left
a lasting impression.
Dialing the tuner, loud ads and sappy
ballads build like clutter. I press the power
button, opting for silence instead.

Most states have some form of the initiative petition, but Oklahoma has historically
had a more difficult system than other states. HB2246 is written by Representative
Randy Terrill (R-Moore).
To hold elected officials accountable, we need a process that engages Oklahoma
citizens and allows them more choices. Ballot
access reform is one way to have more engaging
and competitive races, said Clark Duffe, Chairman
of the Oklahoma Coalition of Independents.
If HB1072 and HB2246 are passed by the full
House of Representatives, the Senate will then
have to consider the matter. While there is likely a
tough battle ahead, this is the most progress made
in the cause of ballot access in Oklahoma for quite
some time. If the bills become law, voters just
might be seeing some more choices on the ballot
as early as next year.

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday Tuesday

80o 57o
75o 66o 62o 60o
32o
48o
46o 32o
42o 34o 31o

Mostly
Sunny

Mostly
Cloudy

Partly
Cloudy

Partly
Cloudy

Partly
Cloudy

Sunny

Mostly
Cloudy
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Are you an education major?

Are you going to be alternatively certified to teach or coach?

?

DashaGuymon

“The Little Mermaid,
The Care Bears Movie
2, and My Little Pony”
Melody Gum

“Rainbow Bright,
Snow White, and
Cinderella.”

OPSU Education Career Fair
March 9, 2009
1:00 to 3:00 pm
Student Union Ballroom
Schools from Oklahoma, Kansas, Texas, Colorado, and New
Mexico will be in attendance. These schools are looking to fill
open teaching and coaching positions, talk to students about
scholarship options for those willing to teach in their districts
upon graduation, answer questions about certification variations
from state to state, and inform students about what teaching
options are in high demand.
Students should dress professionally and bring a resume if
seeking employment.

Melissa Glover
“Star Wars”
Kevin Wale

-A pregnant goldfish is called a twit.
-To escape the grip of a crocodile’s jaws, push your thumbs into its
eyeballs-it will let you go instantly

“Care Bears, Alice in
Wonderland, and
Beauty and the
Beast.”
Krista Margrave

“Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles.”
J.C. Ramirez

-A can of SPAM is opened every 4 seconds.
-Snakes are true carnivorous because they eat nothing but other
animals. They do not eat any type of plant material.
-Pearls melt in vinegar.
-In Colombia, an individual can be fined up to $90,000 for
gossiping.
-Most dust particles in your house are made from dead skin.
-Oak trees do not produce acorns until they are fifty years of age
or older.
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Most students around

N e v e r S a y N e v e r the culture of Argentina and the differences between

campus probably know
Jordan Flanagan. He’s the type
of guy you want 		
as a friend because he always
STAFF WRITER pulls through for you when
RandiJones you need something. This
modest student, when
asked to contribute an experience for the
“Never Say Never” story, eagerly agreed to
participate but stated that he did not really
think he could recall anything extremely
exciting or any experience that would be
“paper-worthy” to talk about. However, a
couple quick questions about Jordan’s life
revealed not only many exciting adventures,
but, you guessed it, something Jordan

thought that he would never do.
Jordan, generally presumed to be a
pretty average guy, has taken part in some
exciting things over the course of his lifetime.
For instance, Jordan has participated in cross
country. Getting up early in the morning
to run seven miles is likely not something
an average person would be willing do,
but Jordan doesn’t consider it anything
extraordinary. The five mile long competitive
runs are something he claims that he does
“just for kicks.”
Another noteworthy event in
Jordan’s life is a trip he took with some
friends to South Pittsburg, Tennessee. There
the group attended the National Cornbread
Festival. He enjoyed his time stuffing himself
with cornbread and fried twinkies. Not many
people can say they’ve attended a National
Cornbread Festival.
Jordan’s greatest adventure, however,
has yet to be experienced; it is also an activity
that he never thought that he would do. This
summer, Jordan will have the opportunity
to travel to Argentina on a mission trip with
the Baptist Student Union (BSU). This future
international traveler has never left the
country before and is anxious to learn about

Men’s Rodeo Cont...
only with an even faster time of 2.7. Jolly wasted no
time in the short go, again clocking under 3-seconds,
and finished second in the aggregate scoring. Jolly
proved once again why she was named last year’s
Central Plains Region champion breakaway roper.
In the saddle bronc riding, Tyrel Larsen stole
the show with the high marked ride of the weekend
of 78 points. Larsen racked up the points and now
moves even higher in the regional standings. Other
Aggies to qualify for the short round in the saddle
bronc riding included Troy Crowser, who managed
to land a solid second place aggregate slot. Also,
Ryan Bestol and Townsend Prince added to the split
trend, splitting fourth and fifth respectively, and
Seth Schafer also made the championship round.
Schafer wasted no time getting off his saddle
bronc and raced to the other end of the arena for
the steer wrestling. Schafer tied once again for first
place with a blistering 5.2-second run. In the end,
he finished second in the average, not only adding
points to his steer wrestling standings, but also to his
all around standings. Schafer currently is sitting first
in the regional standings in the Men’s All-Around.
The team roping in Garden City proved to be
very rapid, but that did not stop the Aggie duo of
Ryan Simons and Cody Ware. The two were the only
Aggies to make it to championship Sunday in that

it and the United States. Jay Kindsvater, the director
of the BSU, has set up the trip to
Argentina. Jordan and six other people
are currently planning on making the
venture. Their main focus consists of
sharing the Gospel with the people of
Argentina. The group will go to Buenos
Aires, both the nation’s capitol and
largest. They will then visit the school
where Sassa and Julia attend. Sassa
and Julia, for those not yet in the know,
are two Argentine students currently
visiting the campus of OPSU. These
students will show the BSU explorers
around the campus of their school.
Though
Jordan
humbly
thought otherwise, it is clear he has
led a life far from average. Jordan has
participated in exciting, unique events
and is soon to set out on an adventure
of a lifetime, something he thought
that he would never do. I hope Jordan
changes lives and has an incredible
time in Argentina. His story just goes
to show that one should never say,
“Never.”
Contact me about your “Never Say
Never” story at randirjones@gmail.com

event. Their outstanding long round
time of 5.5 seconds
gave them a second
place finish in the
round.
Two OPSU cowgirls qualified for
the barrel racing in
the short go. Destiny Burrows rounded
the barrels twice in
perfect form and
showed the crowd
just how it is done.
Burrows, who calls
Hugoton,
Kansas
home, is often a
threat in the women’s barrel racing
and finished in the
top ten in the aggregate. Jordan Muncy also qualified in the barrel racing, and her short round time of
12.3 allowed her to finish second in the short go and
third in the average.
Only one OPSU Aggie bull rider found his name
on the program on Sunday afternoon. It was none

other
than
Ty Clearwater. His long
round score of
74 points on a
rank bull tied
him for fourth
place
with
yet ANOTHER
draw. Watch
for Clearwater’s
name
to be found
on many upcoming short
round
programs.
Under
the
leadership of Coach
Craig Latham,
the men’s and women’s rodeo teams have a weekend off before heading to Fort Scott, Kansas March
13th through the 15th. This gives just enough time
to re-group and practice in order to keep the winning streak going.

photo by daleHirschman
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However, that same topic consisted of discussion of Basil Lesley’s 31
fter the highly emotional response to the “We Suck Again! 		
Wait, what?” column from last week’s issue (2/25/09), I felt it points against Lincoln University, or the All Americans residing at our rural
completely necessary to readdress the issue at hand. Much campus. A great feat it may be, even if the stat sheet read “OPSU almost wins,
revision accompanied my consideration of following up the Lesley 31”, Lincoln University would still have remained the victor for February
21’s game. It does not give the men half a win or even a pat on the back
RachaelBeck assumed ‘OPSU School Spirit Killer’. Subsequent to mulling
over the topic, I have come to the following consensus: 1. for that matter, so in my book, individual glory overshadows? The good things
Watch out for controversial titles (Apparently the entire athletic student body about OPSU athletics: the 2008 football team has improved their record by
has not seen The Waterboy); 2. Metaphors may be considered completely .300 from the 2007 season, they acquired their first home win in years, and the
rodeo team has 4 national titles. 			
Another
issue
opinion based; 3. Beware of angry athletes with school pride;
brought forward argued the Aggies work ethic. Have we forgotten
and finally 4. The truth hurts, but gets people talking (and
that nothing is owed to us? Just because we got up early during the
hopefully thinking).
off season to go out and run, or even for those that didn’t take a
In order for a team to be successful, everyone
My words will
day off all summer preparing, how does that provide you with
must buy into the same belief, the same goal, and
neither provide
a trophy. Bottom line, it doesn’t. Just because we may work
put complete faith, even if blindly, into one another.
hard, it doesn’t mean anyone is entitled to a championship,
They must trust completely that what they put out
championships nor
obviously.
will be received, not because they have to, but out of
detour us from
I don't know the recipe for success; ultimately, it begs
something so much more than an obligation: respect.
for the question of what success is. After all, success, just like
them.
Respect ultimately for ourselves that tells us we deserve
failure, is nothing more than a word that is given a judgment by
to do what it is we enjoy, that we deserve the confidence
those who interpret results. I refuse to believe that results are the
of excelling at what it is we've worked for, and finally that
only determining factor of this word. Results tell us that our work is
we deserve to work for what calls us. This respect enables us
done. Success is never finished. It is a verb, an action, a state of being. On
to devote our lives to something as simple as a game of basketball,
football, volleyball, or whatever it is you prefer to do. As we realize we have the contrary, failure is a destination given to those who stop trying. Keywords
the privilege of spending our time concerning ourselves with nothing more there: it is given.
All in all, instead of reading titles and questioning motives, adhere to the
than a game, we can also find the importance and responsibility we hold with
truth and perhaps read the facts and use them as motivation. My words will
this burden of a blessing.
Although the blatant metaphors may have offended many, whether you neither provide championships nor detour us from them. Perhaps by not shying
serve them with a plate of gold or a pound of coal, facts remain just that, facts. away from the truth, we will persevere and find our weaknesses and provide
It was brought to my attention that perhaps I should have pointed out the good them with strength.
“In order for my team to be successful, I must succeed, in order for your team
things about OPSU sports which I have absolutely no problem with doing.
to be successful, you must succeed, in order for us to be successful, our team must
succeed.” Annonymous
insurance are left without coverage due Additionally,
students
to policy changes or other red tape.
would save hundreds
Based on the number of people of dollars each as they
with
Flu-like illnesses this time of year, it would not have to go
STAFF WRITER
makes sense that the university should to Guymon and pay
StephenSkacall
want to take precautions to avoid an upwards of $100 for Flu
With hundreds of OPSU students epidemic on campus. Other universities medicine.
It
is
absolutely
feeling the effects of this year’s Flu have paid the price in the past for not
season, it seems like the university ought ensuring their students were properly imperative that
to do something to help out. Many vaccinated. Bob Jones University, for OPSU begins
students have been left unable to attend example, is a major liberal arts university providing
classes for extended periods of time due in South Carolina which was forced to students, faculty, and
to untreated illnesses which, in some close down for several weeks in 2007 staff with free Flu shots
after dozens of students contracted each year. The cost would
cases, could have been prevented.
OPSU’s health services office offers Whooping Cough which is a very serious be minimal and could
save the university and its
Flu shots for a minimal fee. In fact, you infection similar to the Flu.
According to the Centers for Disease students quite a lot more
can get one for less than it costs to go to
a dinner and a movie, and you’ll probably Control and Prevention (CDC), adults over the long haul. There
save yourself a lot of grief by getting who receive a Flu shot are 90% less likely is no such thing as a bad
the shot. Unfortunately, some students to become ill from the Flu that year. If all investment when that
simply don’t have the money to pay for OPSU students received a free Flu shot investment is made in
a Flu shot out of pocket, and there are each year, the number of sick students the health and wellbeing
a large number of OPSU students who (as well as faculty and staff ) would drop of students, faculty, and
have no health insurance. Even some tremendously, saving OPSU hundreds of staff.
students whose parents have health thousands of dollars in lost productivity.

University Should
Offer Free Flu Shots
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STAFF WRITER

SarahSweatt

Albert Einstein once said, “Science without religion is lame,
religion without science is blind.” In our politically correct, scientifically
master-minded, and God-vacant society, the merging of science and
religion, defined simply as believing in a higher power, is literally
blacklisted in the conceptual handbook of how to be successful in “free”
America. Ben Stein’s Expelled thoroughly compares the relationship
between Intelligent Design and Evolution in America and the fact
that respectable scientists supporting Intelligent Design have been
“expelled” in the science community.
What contributes to this movie’s uniqueness is the portrayal
of opinions from advocates of Intelligent Design and advocates
of Evolution. The opinions featured are by no means undignified,
uneducated views. The interviews conducted are between Ben Stein
and our world’s leading scientific authorities. The beliefs of this film’s
views are in no way forced upon you. The facts of both Evolution and
Intelligent Design are presented and left to the viewer to make his or
her own assumptions.
Although Ben Stein’s support of Creationism is not forced upon
you, it is highly supported by not only opinions but also historical
evidence. Stein contradicts the theory of Darwinism by giving examples
of its dominance in the Holocaust and Nazi theory in relationship to
Natural Selection. He also compares America’s shutout of Intelligent
Design in science and journalism to the shutout of the world by the
Berlin Wall. These may seem like extremely vague comparisons;
however, after being enlightened to the research performed and
presented, these statements are really no stretch at all.
I found this movie to be highly intriguing. In my opinion, it
leaves the watcher with extremely in-depth evidence that allows you
to rationally and intellectually relate Intelligent Design as the only true
origin of our highly complex and hand-crafted species. This movie is
truly a masterpiece of our generation that exposes the absurd from
the obvious. Ben Stein’s genius proves the existence of the highly
intelligent Creator, and I give two opposable thumbs up. Might I add
that you would have to be an ape to not do the same.

Send your letter to the
editor to
collegian@opsu.edu
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Oklahoma Panhandle State University
Student Health Clinic/Wellness Center

Staff Nurse: Florence Hensley BSN, RN
Urinalysis
Exam
Consult
Flu Shot
OTC Meds
Weight Check
Pregnancy Test
Blood Sugar Check
Diet Consult
TB Tests
Antibiotics
Ask
Immunizations
Ask
Planned Parenthood
Consult
Oral Contraceptives
Ask
Condoms

Business Card
Quarter Page
Half Page
Full Page

$10
Free
Free
$15
Free
Free
$5
Free
Free
$10
Nurse
Nurse

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT

FUN VALLEY FAMILY RESORT
South Fork, Colorado
Needs students for all types of jobs: kitchen, dining room,
housekeeping, stores, maintenance, horse wrangler, office. For
information and employment application write Student Personnel
Director, 6315 Westover Drive, Granbury, TX 76049 or call
1.800.548.1648 or e-mail rafain@sbcglobal.net.

Free
Nurse
Free

Advertising Rates for The Collegian

$40
$65
$105
$125

Each OPSU department is allowed one business card sized advertisement (3.5w x 2h) or classified advertisement free of charge. Larger
than business card size or additional advertisements will be charged half the normal rates above.
Purchase three weeks of ads and receive a free advertisement of the same size.
Classifieds!
Old books? Fridges? Microwaves? Pencils?
Classified rates are ten cents a word.
Call or E-mail for quote.

-Spring Break Week
March 9th-12th
During this time, many
activities have been
planned such as: Sex
Jeopardy, A visit by Condom
Man, an informational skit,
flyer handout day

-STD Representation Day
We will have a
representational display
of just how many people
in Oklahoma have an STD
-This representation will be done
by student volunteers. We are in
no way saying that any of the
volunteers actually have an STD-

Is coming to OPSU

